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 L How do you feel about interactive writing?

 L What questions do you have about interactive writing?

Creating a Space Where Interactive Writing Will Thrive
 L If you’re a new teacher, what message would you like to hear about teaching?

 L If you’re not a new teacher, what message would you give your new teacher self?

 L How have you typically set up your classroom? What shifts would you like to consider? 

 L What vision do you have for your classroom space? What steps will help you achieve this?

 L How do you envision interactive writing fostering community in your classroom?

Take a look at the early interactive writing session with kindergarteners that appears on pages 2–3. 
 L Which moves/prompts would you like to try with your students?

 L How is Matt flexible with student responses?

Watch video 1.2, Interactive Writing vs. Shared Writing (see page 4).
Think about your own classroom and students. What work are you doing together now that  
might be best served by shared writing? What might be best served by interactive writing?

After you’ve read about each principle, think about how they fit in to your own classroom.

Watch video 1.6, Interactive Writing in Small Groups (see page 18).
 L What do you notice about the way Matt interacts with students during the small group? 

 L What moves does he make to support each student’s learning?

Watch video 1.7, Differentiation in Interactive Writing (see page 22).
 L What are some ways Matt differentiates for each student? 

 L How is the experience the same for each student? How is it different?

The Principles of Interactive Writing
Interactive writing:

 L is a community experience
 L gives writers a safe place to explore risk-taking 
 L provides children scaffolding in the writing process 
 L is differentiated
 L is flexible and responsive
 L happens often. 

Digging into Section One: Welcome to Interactive Writing
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As you read through Section Two, ask yourself these questions—or discuss with colleagues: 
 L How does interactive writing mirror the writing process? 

 L In what ways can we work to make this connection visible to children?

Set the Purpose 
After reading this section, were any of the ideas for setting the purpose of interactive writing 
surprising to you? Are there any you’d like to try? Did you think of any others not described?

Think About the Audience 
How do you see the difference between a writing audience that includes children and adults in your 
class, vs. an audience that includes people not in your class? What might shift in your interactive 
writing pieces as you consider different audiences with your students? 

How do you feel about developmental spelling? Did any information in the book shift your  
thinking? How so?

Watch video 2.2, Science of Reading and Interactive Writing (see page 51). 
How does the structure of Interactive Writing support all kinds of literacy instruction, including 
phonics work substantiated by reading research?

Compose and Construct the Text 
After reading through this section, think about how all the elements of interactive writing come 
together as you and your students compose and construct text.

 L How do you envision including both planned and unplanned interactive writing in your day? 

 L What are some ways you can be flexible and responsive to students during interactive writing?

Watch video 2.4, Layering Skills and Strategies into Interactive Writing Lessons (see page 56).
Interactive writing allows us to teach and reinforce many skills and strategies during a short amount of 
time by tucking them in as they come up. What are some of the skills and strategies Matt tackles with 
students during this interactive writing session?

Reread and Rethink 
The opportunity to revise and edit our work can invite us to introduce and/or revisit important 
phonics work. What phonics work is your class doing currently, and how can you imagine supporting 
that work during interactive writing?

Summarize 
Summing up the learning in an interactive writing session should be succinct. Read the examples in 
this section and note the purpose and brevity of each. Sometimes short and sweet is harder than it 
might seem. Do you notice yourself going on and on at the end of a session? Practice isolating just the 
important points and saying them as clearly as possible. 

Extend the Learning 
Think about your most recent interactive writing session. How could you build on that work? What new 
ideas would you like to try?

Exploring Section Two: The Predictable Flow of an Interactive Writing Session
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Watch video 3.4, Coaching into Partnerships (see page 90).
 L How does Matt coach students to help each other? What moves does he make?

 L How does this process support both students’ learning?

Interactive writing allows us to research what our students know and, more importantly, what we need 
to teach them. What can we learn from watching students write independently? How can we use that 
information to inform our interactive writing sessions?

Conferences 
After reading over what to notice and the implications for teaching in Ruby’s writing, look at 
Harrison’s pieces and try to see what you notice and what teaching moves you might offer him before 
reading my thoughts. Additionally, choose several pieces from one of your own students to study—
how might what you notice in your student’s independent writing be supported in an interactive 
writing session? 

Using What You Know About Group Needs to Plan for Interactive Writing
After reading this section, can you think of any other potential needs for the whole class or small 
group? How might you create opportunities for teaching them during interactive writing? Better yet, 
think about your own class—how could you use interactive writing to practice skills the whole class or 
a group of children need support with? 

Observation Cycle
How might using the Observation Cycle (see page 87), or the figure at right) help support all students?
Thinking about either a single student, group of students, or your whole class, refer to the 
Observation Cycle. 

Investigating Section Three: Transfer to and from Writing Workshop

INTERACTIVE WRITING ESSENTIALS

Observing

Describe what 
you notice? 

Do you have any 
questions? 

Analyzing

What does what 
you’re observing 
tell you about what 
the child/children 
know? 

What do they need 
to know next?

Planning

What strategies 
and skills will most 
benefit them? 

What experiences 
offer opportunities 
to teach and 
practice those 
strategies? 
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At first I thought . . . Now I think . . .

Take a spin through the student work in this section. What do you notice about how the pieces 
change and evolve through the year?

If you are new to interactive writing and have just started trying this work with your students, 
take a look at the first piece you’ve created together. What do you notice? What do your students 
already know? And what might come next in interactive writing? Do you have particular skills and 
strategies in mind that you might focus on?

If you have been doing interactive writing with your class for a while now, take a look at a piece 
from early in the year, and your most recent piece. Put them alongside each other, if you can. What 
do you notice about your students’ growth? What might you focus on in your next interactive writing 
session? 

If you are reading this book with colleagues, you might each bring a couple of interactive writing 
pieces to share. Discuss the growth you see, and think about what you might focus on next. 

Now that you’ve gotten your feet wet with interactive writing, how has your thinking changed? 
How do you imagine including interactive writing in your classroom life? 

Examining Section Four: Turning, Turning
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