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5

Choosing a Claim

Figure 1.13  These sample pages represent the process one fourth grader took to gather ideas in the writing notebook, draft a 
piece, revise and edit that piece, as well as “publish” a final version of the piece. This process, in addition to the qualities of good writing 
demonstrated in the final version, will be important to examine.
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Figure 1.13  Gathering Ideas
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Figure 1.13  Developing a Claim
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Figure 1.13  Final Essay, page 1
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Figure 1.13  Final Essay, page 2
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Figure 1.13  Final Essay, page 3
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Figure 1.13  Final Essay, page 4
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Figure 2.3 Joana’s Book Logs, page 1
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Figure 2.3 Joana’s Book Logs, page 2
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Figure 2.3  Joana’s Book Logs, page 3
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May Reflection

Dear Ms. Serravallo,

I love, love, love to read books, especially books in the fantasy genre. 

I also like to write and sketch. I love hanging out with my friends at 

the nearby park. They always have an interesting and/or hilarious 

story to tell me and we have a lot of fun together. I looked up to all 

of my teachers, and strive to learn everything I can from them. For 

the first few weeks of school, I was shy and never really volunteered 

to answer any questions or raised my hand. But, eventually, I began 

to feel more comfortable with sharing my ideas and I started 

participating in discussions. In fact, I think that my fourth-grade year 

has been my most outgoing yet. 

Sincerely, 

Joana

Figure 2.4  Joana Reflects on Her Reading Interests
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Figure 2.6  Excerpt from Joana’s Reading Notebook, page 1
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Figure 2.6  Excerpt from Joana’s Reading Notebook, page 2
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Figure 2.15  Joana’s Whole-Book Assessment, page 1	
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Figure 2.15  Joana’s Whole-Book Assessment, page 2	
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Figure 2.15  Joana’s Whole-Book Assessment, page 3	



May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook, Grades 3–6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 17May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook, Grades 3–6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Figure 2.15  Joana’s Whole-Book Assessment, page 4
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Figure 2.15  Joana’s Whole-Book Assessment, page 5
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Figure 2.17  Joana’s Running Record, page 1

Running Record Sheet © 2005 by Marie M. Clay from An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, Third Edition (2013). Published by Pearson, a 
division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd. Reprinted by permission of the author’s estate.
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Figure 2.17  Joana’s Running Record, page 2
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S3: I think the theme of this book is don’t judge a book by its cover because Crash sort of judged Penn 
in the beginning when he just moved in when they were in first grade and the end, the last line of 
the book is, “Penn Webb is my best friend.” So I think that’s a big theme.

Joana: Another theme is that friends can come from unexpected people. I remember doing a theme 
web and adding the book Crash to it because Crash, at first he’s like . . . well, he . . . Penn tries to be 
his friend but Crash kind of like . . .

S3: He acts too tough for him . . . 

Joana: Yeah. And like . . .

S3: In the end he softens . . .

Joana: Yeah. He becomes more sensitive and understands that Penn has been trying to be his friend 
but he just ignores him.

S2: Well, I agree with you, but I think it’s not don’t judge a book by its cover but maybe don’t judge 
other people by their backgrounds because Penn came from North Dakota and . . .

S3: Or, he’s a vegetarian . . .

S2: Yeah, he’s a vegetarian. And . . . 

Joana:  And a Quaker . . . 

S3: Yeah, but also they thought he looked weird because remember he wore buttons sometimes and 
stuff like that? So, he could look weird too. So, don’t judge a book by its cover.

Teacher: Can I interrupt you for a minute? I think this is really great that you’re thinking and talking 
about the big ideas in the stories, about the themes in the stories. I don’t want to interrupt you for 
too long but I just wanted to ask you if you could think about theme as being something that’s not 
just necessarily about the main plotline or about the main character, but sometimes in a book the 
author will craft it in such a way that theme goes across multiple storylines. Right? So in this book, 
think about different relationships and if you learn the same lesson from both of those relation-
ships. Or different main events in the story and if you learn the same lesson from the different main 
events in the story. Are you thinking something?

S4: Well, when Crash is not around Mike, who is his friend but is really rough and mean . . . Like, let’s say, 
at home with his sister, he felt bad for his sister so he made the cake. But when he’s with Mike he 
acts tough and rough and mean and bullyish and he just totally changes his character.

Teacher: So what’s the theme you are thinking about from both of those?

S4: That Crash is sensitive but . . . I think his real side is sensitive because Mike, it’s just when Crash is 
around Mike. When Crash is not around Mike, and around everything else but not in school, he’s 
the person he really is, which is sensitive and kind, not at all like Mike.

Joana: Well, what do you say, like what’s the theme, not like what the character is?

S4: Mike is a really bad influence because he is an actual bully. Crash just like learns from Mike . . .

Teacher: So that’s very book specific, but if you want to say it like a theme you have to say it in a 
universal way, to the world.

Joana: So what you’re saying is that one person can have two different sides and can be influenced by 
two different people.

S4: Yeah. 

Figure 2.18  Transcript of Joana’s Conversation, page 1
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S3: Like two-faced? Like, sometimes they call a person two-faced because sometimes they’re acting 
sensitive and sometimes they act tough around other people.

Teacher: So what I am trying to get you guys to do . . .  that’s a great job of saying it in a world way or 
a universal way, “Sometimes people can be two-faced.” What I’m trying to get you to do is to come 
up with, together, a theme that goes for more than one character or goes for more than one plot-
line. So, people can be two-faced. Is that true with another character in the story?

[Girls shake their heads.]

Teacher: Not really. OK. So let’s think of another theme and let’s try it out and see if we can think of 
how it goes with more than one thing in the book. Either more than one plot or more than one 
character. Who’s got another idea?

S2: Well, I think that Penn is also sensitive. So he kind of shares the same thing as Crash. Even though, I 
think he covers it up, because he seems to be a little affected when Crash brags and lies about 
how he has great-, great-, great-grandparents when Penn is already proud that he has a great-
grandparent. And I think Crash just ruins his pride by lying.

Teacher: And that’s similar to what else in the story?

S2: Well, I think it’s also similar to how they act. Because in this story I think they always influence each 
other. Abby’s influenced by Penn about the mall and Crash is influenced by Mike.

S4: Sort of how they interact with each character?

S3: Relationships and friends . . . like the influence, it bounces off somebody to another person to influ-
ence them. Just like Mike influenced Crash but it’s not always in a good way.

S4: I agree with you.

Joana: You know, I just got the idea of a theme that could be for the whole book. You know there are 
so many. It kind of goes with all plots and with what you were saying about friendships that kind of 
influence and bounce off.  So maybe the theme is that friends can influence you in affected ways. 
Like Mike affects Crash and makes him bully Penn. And, like you were saying, Abby kind of takes the 
influence from Penn, so it’s like . . . 

S3: So, you’re saying that relationships influence people, but not always in a good way.

Joana: Yeah.

S4: Cool, yeah.

S2: I kind of think that Jane Forbes was influenced by Penn and she didn’t like the way that Mike and 
Crash were acting, but she liked the way that Penn was acting. And I could agree with her because . 
. . I think groups formed and they kind of became separated. Jane Forbes, Penn Webb, and Abby in a 
group, and then Crash in a group . . . \

Teacher: So, let me stop you guys. I’ll let you keep talking, but that’s the idea. Because sometimes you 
can talk about a theme, and it’s true, you could interpret one part of the story or one character 
in a certain way. But when you find that theme that matches with all the different characters, or 
matches with all the different plot lines then you have a lot to talk about as a club.  And you can 
keep talking and talking and talking. So it’s fun work to do this with your club. To come with . . . if 
you all have in your notebooks a bunch of different ideas of what some possible themes or inter-
pretations of the story could be and share them out and see if you can find multiple characters or 
multiple plots that fit with that same idea. Alright? Keep talking. Nice work guys.

Figure 2.18  Transcript of Joana’s Conversation, page 2
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 1
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 2
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 3
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 4
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 5
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 6
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 7
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 8
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 9
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 10
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 11
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 12
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 13
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 14
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 15
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 16
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 17
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 18



May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook, Grades 3–6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 41

Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 19



May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook, Grades 3–6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 42

Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 20
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 21
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 22
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 23
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 24
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 25
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Figure 2.19  Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 26



May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook, Grades 3–6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 49

Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 1
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 2
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 3
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 4
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 5
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 6
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 7
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Figure 2.20  Joana’s Narrative Notebook Entries, page 8
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Figure 2.21  Joana’s Opinion Writing Notebook Entries
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Figure 3.3  Joana’s Notebook Entry About Characters, page 1
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Figure 3.3  Joana’s Notebook Entry About Characters, page 2
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Figure 4.6  Note-Taking Form for Communicating with Other Adults About Students’ Goals. 




