L

NQLU and ]mw‘@}’ﬂa Q\.Q:m;_ H‘s \f\o\' o\“?x)!
Yo k'\\\ animols .

Choosing a Claim
Figure 1.13 These sample pages represent the process one fourth grader took to gather ideas in the writing notebook, draft a

piece, revise and edit that piece, as well as “publish” a final version of the piece.This process, in addition to the qualities of good writing
demonstrated in the final version, will be important to examine.
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Figure 1.13 Gathering Ideas
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|-t Animdds are diying becowse of othec

_ Lammals _aetting extinet, and It so hoppens

Thfee com P\e,i'E\)/ i ood , diFFeren {'

leasons, -
¢’ S S . S I EEEEEEE————..

that _‘o._H]er‘“j__ L‘un'ﬁa'jc\__[s__ are {ed W Hl,.ﬂm\f omMals.

10 Ajimals have Hn_ﬁghL o \ive and iR
_ Inot. okay for homas fo_hunk them. |

5?.5.0(*\@_ _ &n{m.&\s_____hﬂwnd_,.,Sa% our. }rees i

. HDAAJG_E’_S_,_QQJ . Ot_ﬂd Gross. I

Figure 1.13

Developing a Claim
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S S _LJ_QCI.DQ. = =

1 Dot Wil Animalst

{ - D_.O__ﬂou agree that k\nmg animals JUS\T %Or B
~[spoct or fur is uright or wrong? Well, T thnk
_|its wrongt T thing i’ wrong becadse they have their
| right to live just fike s, When L yead obout what
—4 Peop\e weve do‘u.ng to Qﬂ\lmg\é'ﬂ__olt_‘j()ﬁV wanted
{to rip. __’lh@_k}_ e out of the beok! T dont like how
people are freafing animals. I think that ik is not
0-&.&7 to Kill ammals and there ar a lot of reasons
1 whyl - :
. One reason for _why homans should not kil
lanimals is becavse animals have their righ\— to
?"We_._ ond s not okay to kill them for fur and spoot,
For instonce once Tve read in o megazine that"if
you kill an animal it seems as if you howe killed a
person. Onetime T had this expirience: The sun was
shining and L wos celaxing in m sleeping bag smelling
the fresh air of the woods. Then far away T thought
i ! hea(d a 3unsh0H “Did you hear that 1T osked.
“What? my Ffafher asked in confysion."You mosk
be hearing things because T. didnt hear any thin "
he !’eplyed 1n sopriSE.HOh,O/ra)/ bufdﬂywa)/ COUlc{ % =
o for o walk in the woods? I asked.”Sure 90 ahead
'?\e, shooted as T c\ie.ape.arecl n  the woods, .

|

Figure 1.13 Final Essay, page |
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1
|

| The {ence_mas_{a,r_qway but L didat c._&rie_._l:i_mguy o
1T came to o wired fence.And there lay o smadl

_ Ebltd_]: 'H\ngh\"_ that an animal killed f'i'.\‘_ bt L
Lwnsit sore. Anyway T couldnt bring it back Yo
~Llife! That day T learned thot even animals are

L like vs and i{\\e\/ have their cight to live. e
1 Another reason for why ifs ﬂ@h@k@gy. to Kl
animals is becavse some animals are helping |
bo our mviorment and ovr wocld . This show' that not |
iloﬂ\y people help the world buf even animals.
Some ammeals are ahelpfol o our Plan‘rs like
Isqu_r_mels.b_ome animals are helpful for sopport
systems like cals, dogs, birds, hamsers and ofher
lonimals t00.50me aniMals are he.\-'mci)\ for not
;\eﬁ‘mg too mMan: an;mods_ egd‘ toe Mmuch of
iomy'ﬁ\mg, Like F{:xe.s eal rabbits and it there
lwosnt any foxes the number of rabbits would
grow and there would be less Planhs. In addibion
once [ wos olu'le’rly readin(g an encyclopedea
in the section of animals and insects. Then m
[@ eye ca,ugM o }rxﬁetaﬁng foct about worms. i
It fomned out that worms actually helped make
la better soil for plants!Flom did you know that
LWOrMS made o bettrer soil for P\(lﬂb?“.[ shouted.
She replyed,” |t is intresting fhat seme animals
are helping in oo way!" Thea T oo m=y i my

Figure 1.13 Final Essay, page 2
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| backyard and ju:?"rin'ﬁme L saw a worm diye
info the grovnd: Thaf ch}z L will never forget
that worm becavse T knew that some kids

were hatefyl to worms and L felf bad.

Yome Fmes 1F occures to me  that some _
animals are being he_lpful in A woy.. N
| A third reason  for why fs not okay to

il amimals i because people are  killing
;unimals food so that makes Hq_em_endang_ere&

o ofher words some animals afe dyi ng because
%o? hunters hunhng their food . Do you  agree that
lsome animals are dying bewause of hontess
hunhﬂg thar ®od2 wWell, T do. In addition I
ok we shoold tey Yo oot kil animals Cood .
Also T think making fheic species carer isn't
1ri§h‘r. For example eone day the teacher anounced:
| con, we afe going fo puton an animal fair,
190 1 &'708_8_&5\' Yovu start .researc,hl_n_g oS _soon
as Yoo afe,\” home. Some  students cheered and
some students qroaned « T was one of the
ic,heermg 5’ruo\en?s‘ Each of us had to choose o
Yopic abovt animals. T chose a Yo pic aloot animals
;'eﬂ"nng killed because people were killing ftheir
%—&)O&A% 300N 0% L goi‘ home T, SJFOIT Qd __
imbeoxuhiﬂs.As the d&y of the animal Cuir &p_ro_ch‘mg_
:I wos  almost finished . Then loinc_l“y the parents

Figure 1.13 Final Essay, page 3

May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Jennifer Serravallo from The Literacy Teacher's Playbook, Grades 3—6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.



o came, B Y then My boar was a I Finished.
~hen my {Dou‘en‘r came to My board they smiled
and said ”Grea_'f'_a;q_b:f._u%gﬁd.__ﬁltimf Ih@ig_-@\gy__
1 leapned thot even animals are ymportanf =~
and s not okay to kil thelr $ood. B
L feel that /Peop)eﬁ_;b_ould be More sawful
~jwith animals and try to protect them. It is

_ lmpor’ran’,r becquse  animok bove theie right to

_____ | Ve, ﬂwe}/ caf) help ouvr world and us, ang aniMals

afe d};}ng b}QLQUﬁQ ot peopk&-ﬁilﬁngjaeiﬁ food,

So nex b Yime you see of even heard aboul

animals geltting killed J.u‘fatf@r fon e for think
A J - ‘ : : T

about fhese feasons and imagine i you were

an em}ﬂf!al how ould you feel?

Figure 1.13 Final Essay, page 4
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May Reading Log — Due Wednesday, June 1
Name: Joﬁ no Adult Signature:

Date ;'Itlllme{ Title Author Level .l?;tart lF,Ind :[in:l.ltes
choo age |Page |Rea

5/7/}s H (S Eleven Do‘a‘ﬂdm‘.ﬁ.(%]@e R | Y Z iin
73/ [0S | Eleven aMe WR| & | 52¥ D mn
BLA| ©OF | Eagles Tim Ramis NE| 4 | 52 [2omn
5/3/1|® S ‘Ele‘ven Fatrica A. GfF R |28 |Bg |20 mn
210 ° | Howls Toma<dgeksonnem NF| 4 |52 | 20mMin
5/4|Q)° |Eleven Patricia R.G AR |57 |32 [POmin
5/4 @ ° Covgars Tom Jadkson NE| 4 |52 20 Mip
55 |©°F E[e\/eﬂ@ Patricia R.Gife | & [ 8% |10 jomin
5/6|®% | same sarhe w1y | 164 (60 min
5/7| &% | Clocice Beon SpellsTrowble| Lavren Child | R | 5 | 62 (D m)
5/%|® S so¥e scfme R | 63 |3 |50 min
5/9 K soM : 5@%@ & 1351187 leomip
5/10] ©% | Donger on fanther Peciy | Bill Walla R H9 |60 M1
5/0 B8] | gnger on Pantherfl]  soie R |50 |76 |60 miy

Figure 2.3 Joana's Book Logs, page |
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S/ AR Danger on Panthereak | Dl Wallane R |97 | 168 |ccmi
5/2® 5 | 7. ond-the artoffaking oedan S. Rl | |49 [eomn
5/3[ F® me same R | 50 [6% [350mn
5/ ®8 m%e 3@%6 R | 64 | io3 |60min
5/jy © Yme 5@ R | oy | (42 |eomn
55| O° so&me Sc?me R | (43 | 189 |[eomin
N6 H S Thefésaboy;n H’)eg'mls bathroofd Y ope Sochar Rl 25 |Bomn
§/16| ™ S [zenand the ort of faking ir | Jordon S, R | 139 | 200 |10 e
5/17] *©[ Theres aboy jo,theeids, [Lovis Sadiar | R | 65 | 142[65min
5/7|® S sarfe | safhe R [ 142 | 195 |Y0miq
5/17|®3 [zenand theartoffaking | orlon S. R |20 | 2.26]20 min
5/1] " O same YXme R | 226[257(% min
S/s | B sdme Ime R | 258 | 262 |6 My
5/ | ™ ® The L‘tghi‘n‘ln\q Thief R‘\Q\Q Roman| S | 24 120my
5/ T8 same Reck 2, S |26 | 56 [59mm
5/ [ O Bme SOme S |57 [ 100 [60mg
5/19 | S ame Some S [1ov (150 |eOemy

Figure 2.3 Joana's Book Logs, page 2
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May Reading Log — Due Wednesday, June 1

i

Name: W‘-“” Adult Signature:
Date | Home/ | Title Author Level | Start End Minutes
School Page Page Read

5/ soame same S | (5] 276|co mih

5/ same Same S | 277| »1e EOMin

5/27E)S saMme same S | 2\7| 375 B0 MmN

5/29 E®)| The sea of monsters some S| 28 D5 m,

5/23®S same same S |29 | 75 [60mi

A_g{}_ti..“_@-we Kd i e rediecket Backars Pack | O 1 | 50 [u5 mi

S::\ol /24| " ©| The cea ¢f monsers | Rick Riodan | S | 76 [ 99 [30mn| 5., Y
'bo;’f 5/2u[® S same Same S [ 100 |\B& (60 run S S
s\ R[E/25 T O] The Kid in the Red Jokdk Bocbar Pac O | 51 [ 64 [ iSmy) ;” %,
Lo‘;ﬁ 5/25 = S S 60 min 4/’%,;%“?/
;ﬂ\ bﬁiaEAG H\@ The kid 1n the red Jockef] Barbora Rircks| © | 65 |95 |[u7mi 1\?/&;:
{tj\\‘é\‘ogﬁf?.ﬁ@s The seaq o_t{‘ mongtes| Rick Rietdan| S | 155 | 76 6{},\‘,{“‘ %\\ 3,
e 5/17 @:s Ccsz%‘e*g‘f; S Diana Lopez [RsY ' |64 [6Cmn| ™2,

525/ 5 [, A e came RS Tl ®| 112 SO mg

5/ S Confetty (o same RSW 113 150 60 ]

S/® oot [ SmE s a4 _éorn

5/31 "G The Kid\athe Red Juket Burbam P ﬂk{D/qr; 13 1o min
Figure 2.3 Joana’s Book Logs, page 3
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May Reflection

Dear Ms. Serravallo,

| love, love, love to read books, especially books in the fantasy genre.
| also like to write and sketch. | love hanging out with my friends at
the nearby park. They always have an interesting and/or hilarious
story to tell me and we have a lot of fun together. | looked up to all
of my teachers, and strive to learn everything | can from them. For
the first few weeks of school, | was shy and never really volunteered
to answer any questions or raised my hand. But, eventually, | began
to feel more comfortable with sharing my ideas and | started
participating in discussions. In fact, | think that my fourth-grade year

has been my most outgoing vet.

Sincerely,

Joana

Figure 2.4 Joana Reflects on Her Reading Interests
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W

Q) The fext “Theres A (5.07 i the Girlls
| Bothwem 1S ’rry'mg to Yeach me that
feometimes you have Yo dig deep
o find eob what kind of person you
lwant Yo be,This book tolks aboot o
______b_oy named b(‘&d\ay who s having o
trouble _P‘;._i‘\‘ing_ o with others becouse
of Ws behavior Bot Carla, Brodleys _
counselor, helps it understond  that being
n_qslry to other people doesnt help um to
moke friends. L think  the authors purpose.
for w(“‘l\“mg this ook 1S to teach the
ceade about Fitring in and how Fs ha@d
for some peotde Yo do that.One of those
| people 13 Eradle),. F‘n'?ah?)m_d\ey_ has trowle
(itting becowse he bullies other people, Thot
mode hnim  disliked, Bot ,with the nelp of
Canla he hecame o befter person. The guthor
expressed the sociol issue of Fitting in by
wr‘lhﬂg .‘r\nes\'ory of Bmdl_ey ond  how he
had  trouble Eirring 0, I rogn rEleng._.__H\'_\S
book T \earned how ad people paust

feel when \"\We-y oy Yo s WL L enpj{_&:ﬁi .
E‘Qdo\‘\ﬂq \'h\f.; bOOk. Y CeaaiNa W7 1

RRVAYAS

Figure 2.6 Excerpt from Joana's Reading Notebook, page |
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s/

_HW -

B radley  overcomes Wis  1ssue of Ebhne

___k(\___“b_\;__hl\«ln k_a___C,\._C?@EQf.._Clgm e a Stea :
{help ‘o Bodley because She welps Wi
__..Uncie(‘s*uﬂd _thot _béx%__g_bui_l. . 5u§t__mgkes__ o

Nim thore hated by e ofher kids, Bot
also Brodley, uses s power of bewng dis-

lnce. Qndmmn?c.)

_ |Another ¢
~be s Edend. But enll Yroke bgw._ﬁmdl%i_.
(Hhioks uou ger fnends. BHut 10 Xee end

I\ ked by the her chude feadh,

1oiredt Yo \gOolR. whal  ofher peop le

. .ﬁqy__qbpyl‘ mmnseld Dok, os b img__PosS_ei o
| 'E)md\ey became oo ond onofe senatve.
N Br_odleys reoction Yo the social \ssve B
he faces 1y Pmtgv__. bad. | ﬂS_\QQQL_QF_belD.g o
g he ' Mean ond pef-

se\cish. Like \e e watts to beat

" exarl

..UP._MQ.\_EQdQ.., Colleen ard lom  jush kecowe
~ |Yaey are Dying. el Yo JefE his besk Erlend.

e Thing s that TR pays him Yo

with Caclas help e becomes a petter person.

ealized bow not Eitting in feels.

Figure 2.6 Exc

erpt from Joana's Reading Notebook, page 2
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Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
by Eleanor Coerr

Student Response Form
Student’s name dbouﬂ n Grade 4‘

Your teacher wants to learn more about you as a reader. Here are some directions to remember:

+ Please complete this assessment on your own. Do not ask for help or use anything
(dictionaries, websites, etc.) to help you.

+ Each time you read, please fill in your reading log below.
4 When you reach a page with a sticky note, read to the bottom of the page.

# Stop and answer the question on your response form. Include as much detail as you can
from the book to support your answer. (It is fine to reread, but do not read ahead.)

& Put the sticky note back in the book.
¢ Keep reading!

READING LOG Teacher: Please fill out.

Date | StartTime | EndTime | StartPage | End Page Lot J:;‘;'s
5/2./u[1:53 |2.00 | 7 T
5/% /1o 23 15 77
b RAL [7: | $:bo| 19| 6O
5/1/11 l0:06 [lozo(| 6] 79
Total 59

Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction ® 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo * Scholastic Inc.

1

Figure 2.15 Joana's Whole-Book Assessment, page |
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Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
by Eleanor Coerr

1. pace 14 What kind of people are Sadako’s family?

Some ’rhings T know about Sadakos Fam]!}/ are that
ﬁne]\ff ave 5\‘r‘idd-,0m3 dont  vush.

2. pace 20 Describe the setting (time and place).
J The seffing in This park of theshory,is in the

banls of the Ohto river O\Uﬁ@ when 1k was dark T
know ths hecavse why would They 11ght candlec n +be
dmy when ‘Hney cant shine?

3. ract 24 What does this sentence mean: “The kind words from her
parents made the knot in Sadako’s stomach loosen.”

The words that her pavents tell her Make Sadako
eel e o e lhecause Hhe
mﬁm\ her bv do her best,

4. pace 27 What kind of person is Sadako?

Sadake a5 1S a H-er}r—@-;wﬁl—r%éﬁ&,—}e{-nﬂpwrm}naﬂ
and confident persn. T Koow this \oecause in
the SJrory when she was obout Yo roceagounts the

\g_igg@r kids she wWon Decase she was conFident she could.,

Meo 1t cays that she was defermind  fo qo/\'
Nt he raaﬂ\_cj feam. b A

1

Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo » Scholastic Inc. 2

Figure 2.15 Joana's Whole-Book Assessment, page 2
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Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
by Eleanor Coerr

5. race 32 What does leukemia mean? Use details from this part to explain the meaning.

\mk&miaia\cwra‘m\% to the 5¥-or;/ s the dessease
disease Hhat the atom bombp spreal. Sadake asks
her father £ she s the disease the bomb spread.

EP A I

6. pace a5 Explain how the moments with Kenji are important to the story.
5aolako 1S i He same citiation as IAenji so_she
con  better vndecstand heyv  Futyre,

ED A |
E P A

7. race 47 What do the cranes symbolize for Sadako?

To Sadako the cranes mean a gowp luek Simg

&Lh&L_@_QJ—_LJLQH. Somahnow T Yl Yhe papey

oanes almost leeep Sodalko wel ,and ot ol'ie.'r\ney
Make \Whwer fed Wore confident &bou\’-ho\vmg fhe
disease ond that she will get better,

8. race 48 What does listless mean in this part?

L think  \istless means b@fhf} so Hred $hat
you_coltt move a Mmvs tle.

Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo » Scholastic Inc. 3

Figure 2.15 Joana's Whole-Book Assessment, page 3
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Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes
by Eleanor Coerr

9. pact 59 Based on what you've read from page 27 until now,
what new ideas do you have about the kind of person Sadako is?

Now T +think thak Sad ke ts—a— doesnt gie
Vp, even [—haugln she s sick. She alwa}m \ooks
Ay fhe gold PapeC crane Pov hope and supuparh

E P A
10. race 60 Read the following line and explain what it means in this story:
“But it was like trying to stop the rain from falling.”

This Wne means that it was impos‘SeLle to Forgc(—

oot oQ}xfng because che had [evkemio .

M. race 64 What lesson or lessons can we learn from Sadako’s story?

War can be terrible £or everyone, vk

35?*60"@“3 tnnocent children.

ax A P ;
A\Rn}.g\na 1wt givigg vy Lor -[‘rymj Fo wmake. IOOO cranes.

Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo » Scholastic Inc. &

Figure 2.15 Joana's Whole-Book Assessment, page 4
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Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes

by Eleanor Coerr

12. ract 65 What have you learned about war from reading this book?

Frow Sadukos Si‘or;,« T 4hink we can learn

Sometimes oy have to face Your Trovbles

Nou wneed o H@lﬂf‘ even when 1 scems

\nopo[&.ss. Sadakos S]’ovxff i< ke war,

Reflection

Was this book eas@ or too hard?

How do you know? T \Wked this book \Icr\f mouch .

Did you like this book? \II{’/S-

Why or why not? il ked & becavse (v chowed

b\""\\/ﬁ‘r’*}; ond confidence.

Would you choose another book like this from the library? \(l-ﬂS-

Why or why not? i Y‘-ﬁnl\\f vnaersteod the

chavacter and what she was olne

A
U
“Hnwoln@\n )

Independent Reading Assessment: Fiction © 2012 by Jennifer Serravallo  Scholastic Inc. 5

Figure 2.15 Joana's Whole-Book Assessment, page 5
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Analysis of Errors

Count and Self-corrections
Page |
77‘“&'. Yan Gﬂql’ CR'FL (21‘4"*) F 5 MESV ; n?gv

?‘a 32-37

Jous
Voice

VY v ve v o v v

v v -///vvvaVV‘/’

v av e

8

5”‘3!';'3

v wuv\/vv/""" /VV

/——_
((Mthas rudés ,eae"u
5"(—"‘"’)\33

33-37

Figure 2.17 Joana’s Running Record, page |

Running Record Sheet © 2005 by Marie M. Clay from An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, Third Edition (2013). Published by Pearson, a
division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd. Reprinted by permission of the author's estate.
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B min & his daoghter own @ Shap ¢ fhey meer a quy
v }’L,j
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he's ¢atag @ Ther (ate.
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7
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Figure 2.17 Joana’s Running Record, page 2
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S3: | think the theme of this book is don't judge a book by its cover because Crash sort of judged Penn
in the beginning when he just moved in when they were in first grade and the end, the last line of
the book is,‘Penn Webb is my best friend.” So | think that’s a big theme.

Joana: Another theme is that friends can come from unexpected people. | remember doing a theme
web and adding the book Crash to it because Crash, at first he’s like ... well, he ... Penn tries to be
his friend but Crash kind of like ...

S3: He acts too tough for him ...
Joana: Yeah. And like ...
S3: In the end he softens ...

Joana: Yeah. He becomes more sensitive and understands that Penn has been trying to be his friend
but he just ignores him.

S$2: Well, | agree with you, but | think it's not don't judge a book by its cover but maybe don't judge
other people by their backgrounds because Penn came from North Dakota and ...

S3: Or, he’s a vegetarian ...
S$2:Yeah, he's a vegetarian.And ...
Joana: And a Quaker ...

§3:Yeah, but also they thought he looked weird because remember he wore buttons sometimes and
stuff like that? So, he could look weird too. So, don't judge a book by its cover.

Teacher: Can | interrupt you for a minute? | think this is really great that you're thinking and talking
about the big ideas in the stories, about the themes in the stories. | don't want to interrupt you for
too long but | just wanted to ask you if you could think about theme as being something that's not
just necessarily about the main plotline or about the main character, but sometimes in a book the
author will craft it in such a way that theme goes across multiple storylines. Right? So in this book,
think about different relationships and if you learn the same lesson from both of those relation-
ships. Or different main events in the story and if you learn the same lesson from the different main
events in the story. Are you thinking something?

S4: Well, when Crash is not around Mike, who is his friend but is really rough and mean ... Like, let's say,
at home with his sister, he felt bad for his sister so he made the cake. But when he's with Mike he
acts tough and rough and mean and bullyish and he just totally changes his character.

Teacher: So what's the theme you are thinking about from both of those?

S4: That Crash is sensitive but ... | think his real side is sensitive because Mike, it's just when Crash is
around Mike.When Crash is not around Mike, and around everything else but not in school, he's
the person he really is, which is sensitive and kind, not at all like Mike.

Joana: Well, what do you say, like what's the theme, not like what the character is?
S4: Mike is a really bad influence because he is an actual bully. Crash just like learns from Mike ...

Teacher: So that's very book specific, but if you want to say it like a theme you have to say it in a
universal way, to the world.

Joana: So what you're saying is that one person can have two different sides and can be influenced by
two different people.

S4: Yeah.

Figure 2.18 Transcript of Joana's Conversation, page |
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S3: Like two-faced? Like, sometimes they call a person two-faced because sometimes they're acting
sensitive and sometimes they act tough around other people.

Teacher: So what | am trying to get you guys to do ... that's a great job of saying it in a world way or
a universal way,“Sometimes people can be two-faced."What I'm trying to get you to do is to come
up with, together, a theme that goes for more than one character or goes for more than one plot-
line. So, people can be two-faced. Is that true with another character in the story?

[Girls shake their heads.]

Teacher: Not really. OK. So let's think of another theme and let's try it out and see if we can think of
how it goes with more than one thing in the book. Either more than one plot or more than one
character Who's got another idea?

S$2: Well, | think that Penn is also sensitive. So he kind of shares the same thing as Crash. Even though, |
think he covers it up, because he seems to be a little affected when Crash brags and lies about
how he has great-, great-, great-grandparents when Penn is already proud that he has a great-
grandparent. And | think Crash just ruins his pride by lying.

Teacher: And that's similar to what else in the story?

S2: Well, | think it's also similar to how they act. Because in this story | think they always influence each
other: Abby's influenced by Penn about the mall and Crash is influenced by Mike.

S4: Sort of how they interact with each character?

S3: Relationships and friends . .. like the influence, it bounces off somebody to another person to influ-
ence them. Just like Mike influenced Crash but it's not always in a good way.

S4: | agree with you.

Joana: You know, | just got the idea of a theme that could be for the whole book.You know there are
so many. It kind of goes with all plots and with what you were saying about friendships that kind of
influence and bounce off. So maybe the theme is that friends can influence you in affected ways.
Like Mike affects Crash and makes him bully Penn. And, like you were saying, Abby kind of takes the
influence from Penn, so it's like ...

S3: So, you're saying that relationships influence people, but not always in a good way.
Joana: Yeah.
S4: Cool, yeah.

$2: | kind of think that Jane Forbes was influenced by Penn and she didn't like the way that Mike and
Crash were acting, but she liked the way that Penn was acting. And | could agree with her because .
.. I 'think groups formed and they kind of became separated. Jane Forbes, Penn Webb, and Abby in a
group, and then Crash ina group ...\

Teacher: So, let me stop you guys. I'll let you keep talking, but that's the idea. Because sometimes you
can talk about a theme, and it's true, you could interpret one part of the story or one character
in a certain way. But when you find that theme that matches with all the different characters, or
matches with all the different plot lines then you have a lot to talk about as a club. And you can
keep talking and talking and talking. So it's fun work to do this with your club.To come with ... if
you all have in your notebooks a bunch of different ideas of what some possible themes or inter-
pretations of the story could be and share them out and see if you can find multiple characters or
multiple plots that fit with that same idea. Alright? Keep talking. Nice work guys.

Figure 2.18 Transcript of Joana’s Conversation, page 2
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Chapter 1

| ran as fast as | could down the steep hill as the wind broke on
my fa.ce and sweat trickled down my neck like rain drops sliding
down from a roof. From here | could hear the excited yells from
my school as the teachers tried to calm down the first day
excitement. As | slowed down | could see the black bars that
surrounded the whole school and smell the fresh paint that was
coming from the bars. Finally after a few minutes | reached the
school yard. It was full and crowded with crying kids and happy
parents . Slowly | approached another girl from my class. She
was too busy talking to her friends to notice me coming, so that
made me really mad. | poked her hard as | could with- my index

finger. That got her attention! She turned to protest but she

Figure 2.19 Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 5
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stopped when she saw me standing behind her. Her face went
completely white. “Hi Madeline” | said a litte too sweetly.
“Having a good time on your first day of shool?” | continued.

| was loving this! “Oh, umm, hhi-hi Jenny” she stuttered.

| smirked at her and walked away. If you thought the yard was

crowded you should have seen the hallways. Teachers were

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 6
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rushing around getting
ready their classrooms and kids from older
grades running around pushing little kids out of
the way. As | rushed to my classroom | thought
about who my next victim was going to be. Way
back in second grade when | was swinging on
the swings when some older kids came up to me
and pushed me the ground. “Get out of our way
baby” one of them said. Since then | learned
that if | was going to survive school | had to
stand up for myself. So now | made people feel
bad about themselves. The best thing about
that is that it kind of made me the boss of them.
Suddenly my teachers voice brought me from
my thoughts. “So, Janie could you tell us more
about yourself?”asked Ms. Davis. The girl on her
right shook her head furiously. | could see the
girls anxious face lie she desperately wanted to
hide behind a desk. She wore rag jeans and had
a plain blue hoodie on. Her face was beet red

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 7
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like a tomato.”Ugh, who put her in here” |
thought. Our eyes made contact but | quickly

looked away. The new girl. She would make the
perfect victim! This was going to be good...

Figure 2.19 Joana’s Realistic Fiction Story, page 9
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Chapter 2

tried to keep the sound out of my ears as
some of the student stormed out of the
room for recess. But | wasn’t in a rush. |
had some other things | needed to work
on. | ran to the tool shelf and got some
white lined paper, scotch tape and a black
sharpie. On the paper | wrote in bold
capital letters “PINCH ME” and stuck some
tape on it . Then | ran outside and scanned
the yard. There she was sitting alone on
that bench! Now was my chance! | skipped
to her quietly and patted her gently while
sticking the paper on her back.”Hiya Janie,

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 10
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what’s up?” | asked her. ”"Hi” she
whispered, “um”- but | cut her off. Then |
pinched her. “Oww, why did you do that
for?” she asked rubbing her arm. Really
loudly | yelled “ Well duh! “There is a pinch
me sign on your back”. Some people heard
me and they purposely walked by her and
pinched her. This might have been my best

> \A

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page | |
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prank so far! She gasped and turned
around to see it. Then she tried to take it
off, but she couldn’t reach it. She ran
around the yard but it was no use. One by
one everyone came to pinch her. See | told
you they would do anything | did. | wasn’t
pinching her anymore because | was too
busy laughing! Unfortunately the recess
bell rang so everyone had to come inside.
But that did not stop the pinching. Finally |
saw Janie quickly sneak over to the
bathroom, so gleefully | yelled “Hey, there
she is hiding in the bathroom!” Some
people rushed over to the bathroom.
Suddenly something really fast came
sprinting from the bathroom. Thesa-<} -

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 12
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Soon the girls bathroom was about to

noticed it was Janie. Her eyes were big, red
and puffy so, | figured she had been crying.
Then she did something that surprised me:
She pushed me as hard as she could on the
floor. The pain spread through my body as
quickly as | got up. But | couldn’t see Janie
anymore...

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page |13
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Chapter 3

Even though | got detention after school it
was worth it. As | closed in on my street |
could smell chocolate chip cookies coming
from my house! | ran inside and was
greeted by my mom holding a huge tray of
chocolate chip cookies in my face. “ First
day .of school snack!”she yelled. My mouth
watered as | took one from the plate. |
hadn’t realized | was this hungry. “ Thanks
mom,you are the best” | said as | inhaled
another cookie. | took the plate from my
mom’s hands and ran upstairs to my room.
There | took out a book and started reading
it. Reading a book always cleared her mind.

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 15
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After while of reading | put my book down.
Now | realized how mean what | did to
Janie was. She hadn’t done anything wrong
expect try to be my friend and | had repaid

her with that mean trick. If | were her |
wouldn’t feel bad about pushing me. | had
deserved that. Now | understood that
taking those mean kids who pushed me
from the swing as an example was a bad
choice. You had to treat others the way you
wanted them to treat you. What had |
done? By now | had finished the whole
plate of cookies and realized how long | had
been sitting there. As | said, reading always
cleared up my mind. “ Honey, its dinner
time!””Come and get it!”she called. | stood
up and barely dragged myself down the

\\

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 17
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stairs. | barely ate my dinner and when |
went to bed | could not sleep at all. | did
not know that this could affect me so
much. Finally | got some sleep. The next

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 18
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day when my mom called me to get up |
was so startled | almost fell out of bed. “I'm
coming” | called. | ate some breakfast and
put on a jacket. Then | stormed out the
door with a quick good bye to my mom,
and ran as fast as | could to my school to
find Janie.

When 1 arrived in the schoolyard |
desperately searched for Janie. | needed to

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 19
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find her and tell her | am sorry or | would
never forgive myself. Finally a lot of looking
| spotted her sitting in her line spot. | saw
her look in my direction, but she quickly
looked away into another direction. That’s
when | realized how nervous | was right this
moment. | slowly approached her. She
pretended not to see me. This was going to
be harder than | thought. “HEY, Janie”
“Look, | am so, so, so sorry for what | did
and | shouldn’t have done it and | am sorry
again” | said. “Do you forgive me?” | asked.

A few seconds passed before she
answered. “It is okay, | got over it”. But it
didn’t seem like she had gotten over it. Her
hair was a birds nest her eyes were red and
she bags under them.

\b

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 21
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“Friends?” | asked. “Friends” she replied
and we gave each other a high five! | guess
that was a sign for friendship...

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 22
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Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 23
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Everybody in school thinks Jenny is the
meanest girl in town. She played unpleasant
tricks on everybody that got in her way and
everyone was scared of her. But everything
changes when Janie moves in her class.
Jenny is determined to make her school
time miserable. Crazy things happen during
the time she figures out how she has acted.
Can a new girl change everything?

Figure 2.19 Joana's Realistic Fiction Story, page 26
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Figure 2.21 Joana’s Opinion Writing Notebook Entries
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Figure 3.3 Joana's Notebook Entry About Characters, page |
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Figure 3.3 Joana's Notebook Entry About Characters, page 2
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Dear PU\'\/.I k [/

'{\’Dﬂ N and | have recently had a conversation to set goals for the coming weeks of reading and
writing. Goals help us to have a focus and intention when practicing reading and writing at home and at school. We wanted 1o let

you know about our conversation so that you can provide support as well.

Writing Goal:

Reading Goal:

vee chbradke/S — yuip and DL\fda'D CW“\PIf«;{ cb\avﬁ_&f'eﬁ
SeCondevy - 45 ley . andh show H.e farfs
V‘lj o i sfovies she crveates.

We expect that with daily practice, the goals will be accomplished on or around (i {w

Here are some ways you can help J lAan e at home:

Reading Writing

Asie T about Hae - wa ke Uy stories
chdrackers W ael bpoKs. +03€'H'\5f

s \&Hﬁ- Q\:M‘l’ C/l/l‘tl”ﬂ ctevs (/4" NO'hO’/ PCOPl& a1 the

\ w's
TV shows Yor waten b e s 1K about-
'}'03&”‘""‘ hwyo ‘A Aesovibe thenn
: : o w <
‘R.e-d Alouok 5’|’¢’V/f(‘5 with £ 'H/\CY weee Charactess
grm—}- chamcters o stovy Yo wirotz.

cCheek out Ahe vesowrees

(ke e vits \ish) | cen) ome.

I welcome your thoughts and feedback!

Sincerely,

Ms. §
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Figure 4.6 Note-Taking Form for Communicating with Other Adults About Students” Goals.
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