Using a Wiki
What follows are suggestions for setting up a class wiki, which is a literacy tool that encourages collaborative writing among students. Students and teachers can use a wiki for developing interactive class projects and journal responses. Wikis are places that enable students to engage with their peers, who comment on and pose questions about one another’s postings. You can go to wikispace.com and follow the directions for designing a wiki for you class.
Wiki Netiquette and Guidelines

According to eighth-grade English teacher Ann Kiernan-Robb, setting up a wiki took quite a bit of time. Ann engaged in trial and error when she wasn’t sure of the instructions or when they didn’t quite work for her. Here are some of the steps that I believe can help other teachers:

For Teachers

· Post these “wiki instructions” for students on the wiki site:

1. Join the wiki. Read and follow the directions via your email invitation.

2. Create your user name—your first name. If your first name is already taken, use a version of your first name or your initials. DO NOT USE YOUR LAST NAME!

3. Post your book review on your page. Delete your last name before posting. Begin with Edit this page, click the green tree, and go from there. Save your work when you’re done editing. Use the Help to troubleshoot.

4. Read at least three other classmates’ reviews.

5. Post at least one comment about a classmate’s review on his or her page.

6. Post a reply to at least one classmate’s post.

Revise these instructions as needed if they are not clear to students.
· Invite students to join; they can’t just go to the page and join themselves. This keeps the environment somewhat secure. 

· Remain the “organizer” who is in control of all students who join. Review what students post. I receive an email every time a student makes changes to the wiki. This way I know what’s going on at all times.

· Have a separate home page for each student. This enables students to upload their files at school or at home (book reviews). In addition, several students can post reviews and/or respond to classmates’ reviews at the same time. 

· Avoid having students post reviews on one home page. Files can appear on top of one another, only one student at a time can post a review, and the page looks disorganized.

· Encourage students to visit classmates’ pages and post comments directly on these pages.
· Develop a record-keeping system of important student information, such as passwords.
· Model what appropriate responses and book reviews look like.

· Grade students on their book reviews.

· Check out copyright laws before posting book covers.

For Students

There are several guidelines you’ll want to share with students as they write on your class wiki. Ann and her students developed these from actual wiki experiences.

· Use first name only on your book review/word files.

· Complete posts that are conversational in tone but written in complete sentences.
· Limit posts to the class assignment. This is not a place for Instant Messaging or text messaging. Avoid comments that are personal or off topic.

Ann pointed out that overall, wikis can be a great way for students to share book reviews, read each other’s reviews, and learn how to post positive, reflective comments. Students can also learn a bit about social networking sites, including their public nature, steps for navigating through them, and how to properly represent themselves online.


Your students will benefit from continual modeling on what an effective response to a peer’s book review might look like. In addition to teacher demonstrations, Ann Kiernan-Robb posted (on the wiki) these suggestions to refresh students’ memories of her expectations.
· First, please read your classmates’ reviews—at least three.

· Second, write a positive comment about at least one of them. You could comment about the book, based on the review, and/or you could comment on the author’s writing style. Please be positive and specific in your comment, and write it in proper English: complete sentences, properly punctuated.

· Third, after you’ve posted your initial thoughts, I’d like you to comment on at least one of your classmate’s posts. Again, the same guidelines apply.

· Think through your responses before, during, and after writing them!
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