Sample Letter to Parents About
the Writing Curriculum

You can adapt this letter to your needs. Parents may ask you more questions, but ultimately the communication garners support for your teaching of writing.

Dear Parents,
This year you will observe changes in our writing curriculum. What will remain the same is my commitment to preparing all students for the state writing test. We will continue to practice so that your child and others become test-wise and gain confidence in working with the given prompt. In addition, your child will learn about and practice the writing process that professional authors use. Working on process can improve your child’s writing as well as provide students with the writing skills needed to pass the state test.

First, I will provide strategies that can help your child find topics to write about—topics that interest your child—topics that your child cares enough about to be willing to invest time and effort into writing about them. We’ll work on brainstorming rich lists of ideas, focusing these, and organizing them into writing plans. Your child will learn some of the writing craft and techniques that published authors use as well as strategies for revising or improving the writing and editing for punctuation, spelling, and usage. The class will study the writing of outstanding authors to learn how they use some of the craft and technique lessons that your child is learning. My goal here is to offer your child the finest writing models for study.

By bringing choice of topic and by modeling writing lessons that can benefit your child, I am tapping into some of the recent research on writing that relates specifically to middle school writers. Your child will have a writing folder that remains at school so the students and I can use the contents to set goals and see which areas need additional attention. If you want to see your child’s work, I invite you to make an appointment to review the folder with me. At each parent-teacher conference, I will share the folder’s contents so you can observe the progress and ask questions.

You child will learn how to self-evaluate the writing using guidelines students and I set for each piece. These guidelines let your child know how I will grade the paper, and also provide students with specific items to revise and edit.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at:

Sincerely,
______________________________________________________________________
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