Content and Style Questions that
Support Revising

Use this list of questions as a reference during conferences, selecting questions that will be most on-point to a particular student and the piece. You can give a copy of the list to students so they can use them to guide their own revision process and peer editing.
Content and Style Questions
Title



Questions

· Is the title short?

· Does the title connect the reader to the piece?

· Does the title arouse curiosity?

· Does the title make you want to read more?

· Does the title have an energy and spirit of its own?

______________________________________________________________________
Lead/Introduction
· Does the lead grab the reader’s attention? Why?

· Does the lead raise questions?

· Does the lead contain details that let you know what the piece will be about?

· How can the lead be improved?

· Does the lead follow the guidelines set in the criteria?

· Should the writer try to compose one or two alternate leads? Can you offer suggestions?

______________________________________________________________________
Content: Expository
· Is there a need for extra details? Where?

· Does the writer support his or her point or position?

· Do the details develop the point or position in the lead?

· Are there examples and stories that support the point and hold the reader’s interest?

· Why do you believe that readers might find the arguments or information convincing?

· Are there sentences or sections that move the reader away from the topic? Should these be in a sidebar? Should these be deleted?

· Would changing the order of arguments or paragraphs be helpful? Why?

· Is the writing clear? Explain.

· Would adding comparisons help the reader visualize the material? Where?

· Are there places that need showing instead of telling?

______________________________________________________________________

Endings: Expository
· Did the ending simply restate the lead?

· Did the writer stop at just the right point? Should the writer add or delete details from the ending? Where?

· What thoughts linger in the reader’s mind at the end? 

· What new or related ideas does the writer raise?

· How could the writer add energy and interest?

______________________________________________________________________
Content: Narrative
· Is there a beginning, middle, and end?

· Does the main character have one or more problems to solve?

· Do characters have different personalities? Explain.

· Do you connect to the characters? Problems? Conflicts?

· How can such connections be strengthened?


· Does the writer use dialogue to show personality? To move the plot forward? To show the passage of time? To set up and develop conflict? Give examples.

· Does the plot have enough action?

· Is the point of view clear? Explain.

· What events shape the main character’s personality? Decisions? Problems?

· Do the important characters change from the beginning to the end?

· Based on the plot, is the change logical?

· Are there parts that could be eliminated? Explain why.

· Does the author need to enrich the plot? Suggest how.

· What genre is this? Does the author use the genre well? Explain.

· Does the author need to do more showing and less telling?

______________________________________________________________________
Endings: Narrative
· Does the ending flow out of the events in the story? Explain.

· Does the writer end too soon or too late? Explain.

· Is the ending satisfying? Explain.

· Should the writer think of alternate endings? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________

Writer’s Voice
· Do you feel the writer’s passion and/or interest in the text? Explain why.

· Can you hear the writer chatting on paper?

· Is the writer being honest?

· Has the writer thought of his or her audience?

· Do you feel that the writer cares about this piece? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________
Verbs
· Are the verbs strong? Point out two or three strong verbs and discuss the images each one paints.

· Are there weak verbs that need revising? Circle these.

· Does the writer use the active voice? Give examples.

· Does the writer use the passive voice? Circle passive voice verbs and have the writer change these to active voice.
· Are there verbs that connect you to what the author is saying?
______________________________________________________________________
Nouns
· Are the nouns specific? Give examples.

· Are there general nouns that can be improved? Circle these and have writer replace them.

· Are there enough specific details to help readers visualize setting, characters, conflicts? Give examples.

______________________________________________________________________
Adjectives and Adverbs
· Are there too many adjectives? Adverbs?

· Are there two to four adverbs that could be replaced by stronger verbs? Circle these and replace them.

· Are there two to four general nouns that could be replaced by specific nouns? Circle these.
______________________________________________________________________

Literary Techniques
· Are there places where a simile or metaphor could help you visualize and understand? Circle these.
· Does the writer use figurative language? Circle parts. How could these be improved?

· Would the story be more effective with or without flashback?

· Does the writer’s use of foreshadowing add to the story? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________
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