Ideas for Web-Based
Collaborative Writing
This chart explains some web-based types of writing that I’ve found easy to integrate in your classroom. Google a term to gather more information about each. If your school has a tech person, I recommend that you work with that person to integrate a new literacy into your instruction.
	The Technology
	Description
	Classroom Applications

	Blogs
	These are interactive websites that can be set up so that only you and your classes have access to them. 
	You can use blogs to invite students to have running conversations about a topic or question, and to post journal entries and book reviews. 

	Class Website
	Design a website for your class or classes. You can go to www.BuildYourSite.com or ask your tech advisor to help you. Class websites are interactive. You can give parents, students, and other classes access to the website.
	You can post homework assignment and study tips on your website. Students can post photographs, share their writing, and respond to questions posted on a class bulletin board. You can post videos students made or videos you want them to watch. Students can transform their book talks and book reviews into podcasts so others can hear them.

	Podcasts
	These are audio files stored on the Internet and downloaded to listeners’ computers or MP3 players. The term podcast comes from iPod, an MP3 player. You can go to this site for directions on podcasting:

http://radio.about.com/od/podcastin1/a/aa030805a.htm or ask your school’s tech advisor to help.
	Students can create their own podcasts and can reach an audience beyond school by sending these to other classes and posting them on a class or school website. Book reviews, interviews, and Readers Theater are ideal for podcasting. You can go to www.pbs.org and view their library of podcasts and share some with your students.

	Wiki
	Wikis encourage collaboration and communication online.
	With a class wiki, students can create, collaborate, and make comments on writing: persuasive pieces, book reviews, fan fiction, or postings about a specific topic, etc.
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