

















Phonics/Phonemic Awareness lessons
and activities

Writing tasks are aligned to a genre and

a skill focus. For example, in one fourth-
grade teacher’s guide, a lesson is denoted
to be for “personal narrative” and to help
students practice ‘organization’”

Writing tasks are largely completed
independently.

To ensure students aren't viewing these
exercises as isolated skills, it's important to
teach them to explicitly transfer what they
learn to real writing contexts. In Chapter

8, “Conventions: Spelling” you'll nd lots

of strategies to help students apply their
phonics knowledge when drafting, and to
search for the spelling features they learn
about to edit their work.

It's possible that many of the skill focuses
and genre focuses that are mentioned in
the teacher’s guide are in similar language
to what you'll nd in Writing Strategies.

As students write, watch their level of
engagement. Are they focused? Do they
have the stamina to write for long stretches
independently? Do they seem to enjoy
writing? For any students needing support
with engagement, you'll nd strategies in
Chapter 2 of Writing Strategies.
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