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A Session Walk-Through 

The contexts in Investigating
Fractions, Decimals, and
Percents are created through
carefully-crafted posters.
These images are also
provided in a reproducible
format in the appendix of
each unit.

The concise outline of the
day’s teaching moves is an
ideal guide to reference as
you teach.

Materials Needed lists all
of the resources you and
your students will use
during the workshop.

A Session Walk-Through 
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The context for every unit’s
investigation is carefully
crafted to support the
development of the big
ideas, strategies, and
models. It sets the stage for
learning in a way that will
intrigue children and ignite
their imaginations.

A series of bulleted notes
strategically placed in the
side column help you
navigate through each day.
These highlight the key
teaching moves you will
want to attend to during
each stage of the math
workshop.

The main column contains
step-by-step teaching
advice, professional
insights, and detailed
suggestions for supporting
and extending student
learning.

Teaching and Learning in a Math Workshop 33

031907_L3 Overview  3/22/07  10:26 AM  Page 33



34 I N V E S T I G AT I N G  F R A C T I O N S ,  D E C I M A L S ,  A N D  P E R C E N T S

The Inside One Classroom
feature offers a glimpse into
a classroom community of
teachers and students as
they explore the
mathematics of the unit.

The dialogue excerpts
model teaching language
and are designed to help
you envision interactions
during minilessons,
investigations, and 
math congresses.

The side column contains
notes—my own professional
insights on the dialogue and
interaction.
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The units in Contexts for
Learning have been
designed for maximum
effectiveness. For example,
the numbers are carefully
chosen to represent
landmark numbers or
number relationships that
are especially telling.
Behind the numbers,
explains the significance of
the numbers chosen, why
they are ordered the way
they are, and how they
work with the context to
support the development of
certain strategies, models,
and big ideas.

The heart of math
workshop consists of
ongoing investigations
developed within contexts
and situations that enable
children to mathematize
their lives. As children
work, the teacher moves
around the classroom,
listening, conferring,
supporting, challenging,
and celebrating.
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Recording sheets and
other teaching tools are
provided in a reproducible
format at the end of the
respective unit. They are also
provided in an easy-to-access
PDF format on the Teaching
Resources CD-ROM.
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Preparing for the Math
Congress offers stategies
for helping your students
organize and present their
findings and tips on how to
orchestrate and scaffold
powerful discussions.
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The math congress
continues the work of 
helping children become
mathematicians in a
mathematics community—
it is a forum in which
children communicate their
ideas, solutions, problems,
proofs, and conjectures to
one another. Out of the
congress come ideas and
strategies that form the
emerging discipline of
mathematics in the
classroom.
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Underscoring our ongoing
and authentic approach to
evaluation, regular
assessment tips are
provided where and 
when you need them.

Each day ends with
reflections on the big 
ideas and strategies
students explored during
the workshop.
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Teaching tools like this
student recording sheet
appear in a reproducible
format in the back of each
unit. They are also provided
in an easy-to-access PDF
format on the Teaching
Resources CD-ROM. 6
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