Toolkit Texts
Short Nonfiction for Guided and Independent Practice
Recognizing that effective comprehension instruction begins with engaging texts, Steph
and Anne developed the three-volume series Toolkit Texts: Short Nonfiction for Guided and
Independent Practice. Designed around articles from popular children’s magazines, these
volumes provide engaging supplementary texts that are matched to the strategies taught in
The Comprehension Toolkit.

• The city having
the most tornados?
You guessed it!
Oklahoma City, with
over 100!
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Idealized view of a “classic” supercell, looking west

Animal Ears:

Informational Text
The Toolkit Texts volumes have been developed
in collaboration with Carus Publishing, the
creator of numerous magazines for children including Cobblestone, Click, Ask, and Faces.
All three volumes share the same instructional
features.
✔ The articles focus on high-interest topics
that engage students and help build strong
readers while also building background
knowledge in numerous content areas.
✔ The articles include an array of features typical of informational text such as graphs,
charts,maps,and timelines.
✔ The articles give students an opportunity
to read and process the kinds of passages
typically found on state tests.
✔ The teacher notes at the beginning of each
book describe effective ways the articles can
be used to practice the strategies in
The Comprehension Toolkit.
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Adaptations for Hearing
Big Ears

hunts at night, when it is cooler. In the
Jet stream—A meandering high-speed wind current,
dark, the fox relies on its super sharp
generally moving from a westerly direction at speeds
hearing to find beetles and crickets
often exceeding 250 miles per hour at altitudes of
crawling across the sand.
10 to 15 miles
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A rabbit’s large ears
catch even the most
quiet sounds. The
little rabbit doesn’t
need to turn its
head. It turns its
long ears to find out
where the sound is
coming from. Then
it quickly hops in the
opposite direction.
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(One evening at Monticello, Thomas Jefferson sits in the parlor
as some of his grandchildren dance around him. Red curtains
drape over the tops of tall windows. The floor is parquet—
pieces of wood that fit together to make a pattern.)

Narrator: After two terms as president
of the United States, Thomas Jefferson
has retired to Monticello. Here in the
parlor, Thomas loves to play games
and music with his daughter Martha’s
children.

A tornado is a violently whirling column of wind
that extends from the Earth’s surface to the base of
a thundercloud. How do you get a rotating column
of air? This happens when a wall of warm, moist air
meets a wall of cool, dry air. When these air masses
collide, the warmer air goes up and the cool air goes
under. Updrafts of warm air can reach wind speeds of
over 100 mph, sending the warm, moist air miles up
into the sky before colliding with the cooler jet stream.
The fennec fox is the smallest member
This movement of air masses can create huge
of the
fox family,
butinit has the biggest
rotating storm clouds called
supercells,
resulting
severe weather—high winds,
thunder,
heavy
ears.lightning,
It lives in
the hot
desert and usually

African elephants have the biggest ears on Earth—
and some of the best. They can hear low, rumbly
sounds from
miles away. But
an elephant’s ears
aren’t just good
for hearing. The
elephant waves
its large, thin ears
to cool the blood
inside them. The
cooled blood
travels to the rest
of the elephant’s
body to help cool
it down too.

EN:

Ellen, AGE 14
AGE 9
Virginia,
7
Mary, AGE
4
James, AGE

(Jefferson’s young granddaughter Mary
climbs onto his lap.)
Mary: Grandpapa, please tell us the
story of how you wrote the Declaration
of Independence!

Jefferson: Why, you children have
heard me tell that story many times!
Ellen: I never get tired of hearing it,
Grandpapa.
Jefferson: Well, all right. (Ellen,
Virginia, and James sit on the floor in
front of Jefferson.) On June 11, 1776,
the Continental Congress put me on
a committee of five people to write the
Declaration. The committee met, and
we talked over ideas for the document.

Narrator: Remember, during
the American Revolution, the
Continental Congress met
in Philadelphia and
decided that the
13 American
Colonies should
separate from
England. The
Declaration of
Independence is the
famous document stating
why America should be a free
and independent country.
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grades 2–3
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english

spanish
Orejas de Animales:

Animal Ears:

Adaptaciones Para Audiencia

Adaptations for Hearing
Big Ears
The fennec fox is the smallest member
of the fox family, but it has the biggest
ears. It lives in the hot desert and usually
hunts at night, when it is cooler. In the
dark, the fox relies on its super sharp
hearing to find beetles and crickets
crawling across the sand.

African elephants have the biggest ears on Earth—
and some of the best. They can hear low, rumbly
sounds from
miles away. But
an elephant’s ears
aren’t just good
for hearing. The
elephant waves
its large, thin ears
to cool the blood
inside them. The
cooled blood
travels to the rest
of the elephant’s
body to help cool
it down too.
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A rabbit’s large ears
catch even the most
quiet sounds. The
little rabbit doesn’t
need to turn its
head. It turns its
long ears to find out
where the sound is
coming from. Then
it quickly hops in the
opposite direction.
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✔ In addition to providing all of articles
in a full color format,the Toolkit Texts
CD-ROM also provides all of the informational texts in English and Spanish.

• The same
twister boasts the
highest recorded wind
speed near a tornado,
at 318 mph.

Anatomy of a Tornado

Cas t:

Orejas Grande
El zorro fennec es el más pequeño miembro
de este familia de animales, pero tiene las
orejas más grandes. Vive en el desierto
caliente y generalmente caza de noche,
cuando es más frío. En la oscuridad el zorro
confía en su muy agudo audición para
encontrar escarabajos y grillos arrastrándose
por la arena.

Los elefantes africanos tienen las orejas más grandes
y mejores en la tierra. Ellos pueden oír sonidos muy
bajos y muy
altos a millas de
distancia.
Los oídos de los
elefantes no solo
son buenos para
oír. Los elefantes
ondean sus
grandes y finas
orejas para enfriar
la sangre que
está dentro de
ellas. La sangre
ya enfriada
circula por el
resto del cuerpo
del elefante,
para mantenerlo
fresco.

Las largas orejas de
los conejos pueden
captar los sonidos
más tenues. El
pequeño conejo no
necesita voltear su
cabeza. El conejo
voltea sus grandes
orejas para encontrar
de donde viene el
sonido. Entonces,
rápidamente salta en
la dirección opuesta.
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✔ Each volume of Toolkit Texts provides
a library of short nonfiction texts in a
reproducible format.

• The most
costly tornado was
the Oklahoma City area
tornado of May 3, 1999,
with over $1 billion
in damage.

grades 4–5
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Toolkit Texts Components

n a state that averages
26 tornados annually, this tornado
was but one of 88 that swept through
Missouri during a seven-day period in the
spring of 2003. How could such a week happen?
Michael Hudson, meteorologist at the National
Weather Service (NWS) office in Pleasant Hill, MO,
says that the storm system on May 4 “was a textbook
weather system. If you . . . were to draw up a weather
map and put in all the elements that you need for
severe weather—an extremely strong jet stream,
lots of available heat and humidity from the Gulf of
Mexico, cold air moving down from the northern plains
and meeting up with this warm, juicy air over the
area—all of these came together on May 4.”
In fact, the NWS at Pleasant Hill was talking about
the possibility of severe weather for several days prior to
the tornado outbreak, and the Storm Prediction Center
in Norman, OK, forecasted severe weather for much of
the country. According to Hudson, on May 3 “they even
listed specific cities. It was that clear-cut . . . that it was
going to be a huge severe weather day.”
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Weird Weather Week
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grades 6–7

18

For sample texts and additional information go to www.comprehensiontoolkit.com.

