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Toolkit Texts Components

v Each volume of Toolkit Texts provides
alibrary of short nonfiction texts in a
reproducible format.

¢ Inaddition to providing all of articles
in a full color format, the Toolkit Texts

Recognizing that effective comprehension instruction begins with engaging texts, Steph
and Anne developed the three-volume series Toolkit Texts: Short Nonfiction for Guided and
Independent Practice. Designed around articles from popular children’s magazines, these

volumes provide engaging supplementary texts that are matched to the strategies taught in
The Comprehension Toolkit.

GRADES 6-7

GRADES 4-5

CD-ROM also provides all of the infor- .
mational texts in English and Spanish.

Informational Text

The Toolkit Texts volumes have been developed
in collaboration with Carus Publishing, the
creator of numerous magazines for children in-
cluding Cobblestone, Click, Ask, and Faces.

All three volumes share the same instructional
features.

v The articles focus on high-interest topics
that engage students and help build strong
readers while also building background
knowledge in numerous content areas.

v The articles include an array of features typ-
ical of informational text such as graphs,
charts, maps, and timelines.

v The articles give students an opportunity
to read and process the kinds of passages
typically found on state tests.

v/ The teacher notes at the beginning of each
book describe effective ways the articles can
be used to practice the strategies in
The Comprehension Toolkit.

Animal Ears:

Adartations for Hearing

The fennec fox is the smallest member

of the fox family, but it has the biggest

" ears. Itlives in the hot desert and usually
| hunts at night, when it is coolr. In the

dark, the fox relies on its super sharp.
1 hearing to find beetles and crickets
. | crawiing across the sand

African elephants have the biggest ears on Earth—
and some of the best. They can hear low, rumbly
sounds from
miles away. But
an elephant’s ears
aren't just good
for hearing. The
elephant waves
its large, thin ears
to cool the blood
inside them. The
cooled blood
travels to the rest
of the elephant’s |
body to help cool
it down too.

A rabbit's large ears
catch even the most
quiet sounds. The
litle rabbit doesn't
need to tum its
head. It turns its
fong ears to find out
where the sound is
coming from. Then
it quickly hops in the
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(One evening at Monticello, Thomas Jefferson sits in the parlor
as some of his grandchildren dance around him. Red curtains
drape over the tops of tall windows. The floor is parquet

pieces of wood that fit together to make a pattern.)

Narrator: After two terms as president  Jefferson: Why, you children have
of the United States, Thomas Jefferson  heard me tell that story many times!
has retired to Monticello. Here in the
parlor, Thomas loves to play games
‘and music with his daughter Martha's
children. Jefferson: Well, all right. (Ellen,
Virginia, and James sit on the floor in
front of Jefferson.) On June 11, 1776,

Ellen: [ never get tired of hearing it,
Grandpapa.

(fefferson’s young granddaughter Mary

climbs onto his lap.) the Continental Congress put me on
Mary: Grandpapa, please tell us the a commitiee of five people to write the
story of how you wrote the Declaration  Declaration. The committee met, and

of Independence! we talked over ideas for the document
Narrator: Remember, during

the American Revolution, the i |
Continental Congress met . {

in Philadelphia and

decided that the

13 American

Colonies should .
=

separate from

o
England. The

Declaration of <
Independence is the
famous document stating

why America should be a free
and independent country.

opposite direction.

ENGLISH

GRADES 2-3

SPANISH

Animal Ears:

Adartations for Hearing

Big Ears

The fennec fox is the smallest member
of the fox family, but it has the biggest
ears. It lives in the hot desert and usually
hunts at night, when it is cooler. In the
dark, the fox relies on its super sharp
hearing to find beetles and crickets
crawling across the sand.

African elephants have the biggest ears on Earth—
and some of the best. They can hear low, rumbly
sounds from

miles away. But

an elephant’s ears

aren'tjust good

for hearing. The

elephant waves

its large, thin ears

to cool the blood

inside them. The

cooled blood

travels to the rest

Orejas de Animales:

Adartaciones Para Audiencia

Orejas Grande

El zorro fennec es el mds pequefio miembro
de este familia de animales, pero tiene las
orejas més grandes. Vive en el desierto
caliente y generalmente caza de noche,
cuando es més frio. En la oscuridad el zorro
confia en su muy agudo audicién para
encontrar escarabajos y grillos arrastrandose
por la arena.

Los elefantes africanos tienen las orejas mas grandes
y mejores en la tierra. Ellos pueden oir sonidos muy
bajos y muy

altos a millas de

distancia.

Los oidos de los

elefantes no solo

son buenos para

oir. Los elefantes

ondean sus

Las largas orejas de
los conejos pueden
captar los sonidos

s tenues. £l
equefio conejo no
ecesita voltear su

| cabeza. £l conejo
voltea sus grandes
orejas para encontrar

§ de donde viene el
sonido. Entonces,

| rapidamente saltaen £

1 la direccion opuesta.  ©

For sample texts and additional information go to www.comprehensiontoolkit.com.



