
Today African American children’s books in every 

genre are a vibrant part of any library or personal 

collection. Yet there are many works by African 

Americans from prior eras that aren’t well known. In 

Free Within Ourselves, nationally respected expert 

Rudine Sims Bishop introduces you to the full beauty 

and power of African American children’s literature, 

offering insight into its rich tradition.

 Bishop guides you from important early works 

for African American children such as W.E.B. DuBois’ 

The Brownies Book, to the 1969 publication of 

John Steptoe’s Stevie—the breakthrough modern 

African American picture book—to recent young adult 

fiction such as Christopher Paul Curtis’ popular Bud 

Not Buddy, winner of both the Coretta Scott King 

Author Award and the Newbery Medal. All along, 

her energetic chronicle brings to life the crucial figures 

who have contributed to the rise of African American 

children’s literature and delves deep into the plot, 

characters, and themes of their most popular and 

teachable works. The result is an unparalleled treasury 

of ideas and information for teaching with African 

American children’s literature.

 Across genres, in poetry, picture books, and 

contemporary and historical fiction, Black authors and 

artists have created a body of children’s literature that 

celebrates the strengths of family; bears witness to the 

struggle for freedom, equality, and dignity; nurtures 

children; and honors the story as a way of teaching 

and knowing. Free Within Ourselves gives you all the 

background you’ll need to introduce or expand the 

role of African American children’s literature in your 

classroom; to use it for teaching reading, literature, 

and social studies; and to connect all students with the 

powerful stories of African Americans.  

 

An unparalleled 

treasury of ideas for 

teaching with  

African American 

children’s literature.
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Rudine Sims Bishop is Professor Emerita of Education at The Ohio 

State University, where she has taught courses on children’s literature. Her 

previous books include Shadow and Substance: Afro-American Experience 

in Contemporary Children’s Fiction (1982), Presenting Walter Dean Myers 

(1990), Kaleidoscope: A Multicultural Booklist for Grades K–8 (1994), and 

Wonders: The Best Children’s Poems of Effie Lee Newsome (1999). She 

has won several awards and has been on the selection committees for both the 

Caldecott and Newbery Medals.
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Children’s literature is an important presence in many literacy classrooms—but it can 

be so much more. In The Wonder of It All, you’ll enter classrooms where literature 

is a full-fledged partner in literacy instruction and see how creating a literature-rich 

school environment engages students and stimulates them to grow as readers, writers, 

speakers, and thinkers. 
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Lester and Reba not only provide us with a bold new framework for weaving read-alouds 

seamlessly into the fabric of the classroom, they also show us how to do it with grace 

and art. At the heart of their work are richly annotated lists of read-alouds for a variety 

of purposes. The authors’ intimate knowledge and experience with these books make the 

annotations sing.   —Lucy Calkins


