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Interactive Notebooks are gaining popularity in English 

classes nationwide. These student-created, teacher-directed 

notebooks help all students, but they are ideal for English 

learners. With Interactive Notebooks and English Language 

Learners you’ll see how easy the Notebook is to implement 

and why it makes such a difference.

The Interactive Notebook scaffolds content and gives 

students the space to develop school-based ways of 

thinking—to go from English language learners to 

academic language learners. With Interactive Notebooks 

and English Language Learners, you’ll see what an effective 

tool the Notebook is for: 

n	� scaffolding content so English learners develop 
and access background knowledge more readily 

n	� increasing English learners’ facility with 
academic language

n	� engaging all students actively and improving 
their notetaking and retention abilities

n	� working with parents to add another layer of 
support for classroom goals

n	� assessing student learning and progress 
authentically, encouraging self-monitoring, and 
planning further instruction.

With instructions for launching the Notebook, student 

examples, and advice on sequencing and planning, 

Interactive Notebooks and English Language Learners 

has everything you need to get going and be successful in 

supporting English learners’ acquisition of Academic English.

Why are Interactive Notebooks  

becoming so popular? Because they 

work. Read Interactive Notebooks 

and English Language Learners and 

see how to make them work for you 

and your English learners.
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Theme Sets for Secondary Students
How to Scaffold Core Literature	
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By combining best classroom practices with theme-sets, you can surround canonical texts with 

supporting literature and inquiry-based instruction to help students formulate and answer questions 

about the central theme of a core novel. Theme-Sets for Secondary Students illustrates how theme-sets 

can turn traditional high school literature study into an engrossing collaborative exploration.

Academic Language for English Language Learners  

and Struggling Readers 
How to Help Students Succeed Across Content Areas
Yvonne S. Freeman & David E. Freeman, Foreword by Robert J. Marzano
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Teaching secondary students in the content areas is hard enough under the best of circumstances. When 

students are not well prepared academically and also lack academic literacy skills, the challenge can 

seem overwhelming. Fortunately, the Freemans help secondary content-area teachers provide these 

students with the academic support they very desperately need.

—Robert J. Marzano, coauthor of Building Academic Vocabulary
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