
The first-ever high school grammar book 
that teaches grammar through  

sentence composing.

Grammar for High School

Grammar for High School: A Sentence-Composing Approach 
gives students the chance to absorb and replicate the 
grammar used in some of the finest novels, including 
student favorites and curricular standbys such as John 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the 
Sea, and William Golding’s Lord of the Flies.

Fourteen grammatical structures are developed as 
writing tools in an accessible, understandable, and 
similar manner through the sentence-composing 
approach. For each structure students will:

●	� learn a clear definition of its characteristics  
and function

●	� practice it through five guided  
sentence-composing activities

●	� deepen their understanding through an 
independent creative writing activity

●	� vary the tools through multiplying  
and combining them.

Students and teachers will quickly discover how powerful 
the sentence-composing approach can be for learning 
grammar—and for raising students’ writing abilities to 
new, exciting levels.

A Sentence-Composing Approach

Don and Jenny Killgallon
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3. REGULAR COMPOSITION PROGRAM—To extend learning beyond the worktext

and to integrate the sentence-composing tools within your composition program,

require students to use the tools in papers you assign. To simplify and speed grad-

ing, have students visually code the tools (highlighting, underlining, bolding, itali-

cizing, etc.) w
ithin their papers, using a different code for each kind of tool.

Suggestions for Sequencing and Assessing the Worktext

21

THREE-YEAR PLAN—SECOND YEAR

Reviewing the Tools Through Popular Novels

Words

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird......................
......................

......................
... Page 30

Phrases

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men ......................
......................

......................
.. Page 63

Clauses

Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea ......................
......................

..... Page 90

Multiplying the Tools. ......................
......................

......................
.................... Page 96

Practices using two or more of the same tool within the same sentence.

THREE-YEAR PLAN—THIRD YEAR

Mixing the Tools ......................
......................

......................
......................

..... Page 108

Practices using two or more different tools within the same sentence.

Punctuating Like a Pro ......................
......................

......................
.................. Page 134

A focus on the special punctuation practices of professional writers, with activities

on learning and applying those practices to students’ writing.

Writing Like a Pro ......................
......................

......................
......................

... Page 152

An application of the entire worktext to students’ writing, focusing on sentence-

composing tools, their variations, and special punctuation in the writing of William

Golding, author of Lord of the Flies. After a review, students will use those same tools

and punctuation to write a new episode for Lord of the Flies, written in Golding’s style.

Assessing and Grading the Performance of Students

With any of these plans, students’ work from the worktext can be evaluated in three

ways:

1. REVIEW SECTIONS—At the end of each of the parts of the worktext, the review

sections can function as unit tests that are easy to grade and accurately mirror

the level of students’ achievement.

2. CREATIVE WRITING APPLICATIONS—The “Creative Writing” activities through-

out the worktext—for examples, see pages 106, 114, 120—can be used as graded

papers. In addition to other grading criteria, both activities can be graded on the

student’s use of the target tool, plus any other tools previously covered from the

worktext.

Suggestions for Sequencing and Assessing the Worktext
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TWO-YEAR PLAN—SECOND YEAR

Multiplying the Tools .......................................................
................................ Page 96

Practices using two or more of the same tool within the same sentence.

Mixing the Tools .......................................................
...................................... Page 108

Practices using two or more different tools within the same sentence.

Punctuating Like a Pro .......................................................
............................. Page 134

A focus on the special punctuation practices of professional writers, with activities

on learning and applying those practices to students’ writing.

Writing Like a Pro .......................................................
.................................... Page 152

An application of the entire worktext to students’ writing, focusing on sentence-

composing tools, their variations, and special punctuation in the writing of William

Golding, author of Lord of the Flies. After a review, students will use those same tools

and punctuation to write a new episode for Lord of the Flies, written in Golding’s

style.

THREE-YEAR PLAN—FIRST YEAR

Imitating the Grammar of the Greats .......................................................
......... Page 1

Using the Sentence-Composing Toolbox .......................................................
.. Page 11

Words
Opening Adjective .......................................................

..................................... Page 14

Delayed Adjective .......................................................
....................................... Page 18

Opening Adverb .......................................................
......................................... Page 22

Delayed Adverb .......................................................
.......................................... Page 26

Phrases
Absolute Phrase .......................................................

.......................................... Page 34

Appositive Phrase .......................................................
....................................... Page 40

Prepositional Phrase .......................................................
................................... Page 44

Participial Phrase .......................................................
........................................ Page 48

Gerund Phrase .......................................................
............................................ Page 54

Infinitive Phrase .......................................................
......................................... Page 58

Clauses
Clause Types (Independent, Dependent) .......................................................

.. Page 68

Adjective Clause .......................................................
......................................... Page 80

Noun Clause .......................................................
............................................... Page 86

Suggestions for Sequencing and Assessing the Worktext

A 55-page online 
teacher’s guide 
accompanies Grammar 
for High School and 
includes advice, tips, 
resources, answer keys, 
and even curricular plans 
for teachers who are 
new to the Killgallon 
approach.

2007 / 176pp / $15.00  
978-0-325-01046-5 / 0-325-01046-3

2007 / 176pp / Ten-Pack / $120.00 
978-0-325-01298-8 / 0-325-01298-9 

Also available 
in 10-packs

www.heinemann.com

A Student Worktext
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Grammar for Middle School,   A Sentence-Composing Approach 
A Student Worktext

Don Killgallon,  Jenny Killgallon

Grades 6–8 / 978-0-325-00956-8 / 0-325-00956-2 / 2006 / 120pp / $12.00

AVAILABLE IN 10-PACKS: 978-0-325-01068-7 / 0-325-01068-4 / 2006 / 128pp / $96.00

Don and Jenny Killgallon’s sentence-composing approach has transformed how writing is taught 

in thousands of language arts classes, helping students all across America become more proficient, 

sophisticated writers. Here the Killgallons use their highly effective method for a unique, powerful textbook 

that links good writing to that perennially difficult-to-teach subject—grammar.

An online teacher’s guide accompanies Grammar for Middle School and includes advice, tips, resources, 

answer keys, and even curricular plans for teachers who are either new to the Killgallon approach or 

sentence-composing veterans.

You may also be interested in...

Read Sample Chapters of our books anytime—online!

Sentence Composing for High School
Don Killgallon

Grades 9–12 / 978-0-86709-428-2 / 0-86709-428-1 / 1998 / 160pp / $20.00

Unlike traditional grammar books that emphasize sentence analysis, this worktext asks students to 

imitate the sentence styles of professional writers, making the sentence composing process enjoyable 

and challenging. Killgallon teaches subliminally, nontechnically—the ways real writers compose their 

sentences, the ways students subsequently intuit within their own writing.

Designed to produce sentence maturity and variety, the worktext offers extensive practice in four 

sentence-manipulating techniques: sentence unscrambling, sentence imitating, sentence combining, and 

sentence expanding.

Sentence Composing for Middle School 
A Worktext on Sentence Variety and Maturity
Don Killgallon

Grades 6–8 / 978-0-86709-419-0 / 0-86709-419-2 / 1997 / 144pp / $20.00

With the first edition of his book, Don Killgallon changed the way thousands of high school English 

teachers and their students look at language, literature, and writing by focusing on the sentence. 

In this revised edition, Killgallon presents the same proven methodology but offers all-new writing 

exercises designed specifically for the middle school student.


