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The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library: Profes-
sional Development Teaching Collection, Grades 3–8 and The
Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide are designed to help
you begin thinking and talking about the enormous amount of literacy and lan-
guage learning that your students are doing over the last years of elementary
school and into middle school or junior high school. One of the goals of the Con-
tinuum is to provide teachers, administrators, literacy coaches, and staff develop-
ers with a common vision for literacy learning across the grades. By providing a
specific body of understandings that students in prekindergarten through grade 8
should acquire to become increasingly efficient users of oral and written language,
the Continuum is a tool for both planning and assessment. With this set of eight
DVDs, you will join us as we visit classrooms where teachers have designed instruc-
tion based on this comprehensive view of literacy education. Whether you are using
this tool as an individual, in a small study group, or as a staff developer, you will
have the opportunity to look closely at student behaviors and the teaching moves
that support students in increasing their ability to talk, read, and write in several
different instructional contexts.

—Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

Content and Organization of the Teaching Library
There are currently three different volumes of the Continuum: The Continuum of Literacy Learn-
ing, Grades 3–8; The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8; and The Continuum of Lit-
eracy Learning, Grades PreK–2. While each volume contains much of the same material, the
organization is slightly different in each to accommodate the user. To use this Teaching Library,
you will want to have on hand either The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8 or The
Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades 3–8.

The sequence of this Teaching Library and the User Guide is organized according to The Con-
tinuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8, with the exception of special sections on assessment
on DVD 1 and reading workshop on DVD 4. Assessment is the first topic in the Teaching Library
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because assessment is the most powerful tool in designing effective instruction, and because it
provides a foundation for the close observation of the behaviors of students, which will impact
the way each teaching segment in the Teaching Library is viewed. As you watch the segments and
follow the sequence of learning offered in the User Guide, you will see how each continuum can
be used as a tool for authentic assessment as students engage in the kinds of reading, writing,
and talking they will be expected to do in the real world. 

We chose to include a section on Reading Workshop instead of Shared and Performance Read-
ing to help intermediate teachers understand how to use both the interactive read-aloud and liter-
ature discussion continuum and the guided reading continuum for planning book talks and reading
minilessons, responding effectively during reading conferences and guiding the share at the end of
a workshop. Though there is no accompanying video for the Shared and Performance Reading Con-
tinuum, we encourage you to explore this section on your own as it will help you think about the
behaviors and understandings to teach and support in developing your students’ reading fluency.

In The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8, each instructional context is presented
separately in a sequence. The tabs allow you to easily locate the context in which you are interested.
Within a section, continua for grade levels are presented in order, from prekindergarten to grade
8. The last section presents the Guided Reading continuum, organized by text levels A to Z. See the
inside front cover and the introductory materials in The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades
PreK–8, for a more detailed description of the content and organization of each section.

In keeping mostly with this sequence, the Teaching Library includes the following topics on
each DVD:

DVD 1: Introduction and Assessment

DVD 2: Interactive Read-Aloud 

DVD 3: Literature Discussion

DVD 4: Readers’ Workshop Part I

DVD 5: Readers’ Workshop Part II

DVD 6: Writers’ Workshop

DVD 7: Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study

DVD 8: Guided Reading

The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades 3–8 contains the same content in each section but
is organized by grade level. The tabs let you turn to the grade level in which you are interested.
In each grade level section, you will find all of the instructional contexts for the grade level. This
continuum is designed to be most helpful as a tool for classroom teachers, grades 3–8, while The
Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8 is designed for educators working with a wider
range of grade levels. The different volumes, however, can be used interchangeably as they 

The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide: Grades 3–8 
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contain the same information. You may notice that the Oral, Visual and Technological Commu-
nication continuum is not listed separately in the Teaching Library; however there are several
opportunities within the User Guide to explore this section. The competencies students need in
oral, visual and technological communication play an integral role in all of the reading and writ-
ing lessons you will observe.  You will want to take notice of the Connecting Across Continua
headings found throughout the User Guide. These sections often focus on the connections
between the Oral, Visual and Technological Communication continuum and the other continua
represented in the Teaching Library.

Each individual DVD includes an introduction to the highlighted instructional context, teach-
ing segments for the range of grade levels, and a section for PDF Resources when available. The
video segments are offered with and without commentary, giving you the opportunity to first
think on your own and/or with your colleagues about the reading and writing behaviors of the stu-
dents and instructional moves of the teacher before listening to the comments of the authors. In
addition to the commentary offered by the authors, you will notice that each clip with commen-
tary also displays selected bulleted behaviors from The Continuum of Literacy Learning as they
are demonstrated by students or supported by the teacher in each segment. The PDF Resources sec-
tion provides materials to support your viewing as well as extend your thinking through activities
suggested in the Extend sections of the User Guide. See the document DVD at a Glance in the
appendix of this guide for a more detailed description of the contents of each DVD.

For more information about the organization of the Continuum and the DVD Collection, you
will want to read the introductory materials in your version of The Continuum of Literacy Learn-
ing, Grades PreK–8 or The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades 3–8 and view the introduction
on DVD 1.

How to Use the Teaching Library and User Guide 
The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide is designed to help you navigate
the Teaching Library and deepen your understanding of how to use the Continuum as an assess-
ment and planning tool. By following the suggestions for view-
ing and discussing the video segments, you will hone your ability
to observe the behaviors of your readers and writers, and think
about how your own teaching can support them in becoming
increasingly proficient users of language and literacy. 

You can use this Teaching Library for individual study, informal discussions with colleagues, or
professional development seminars. However you use it, you will want to have your own copy of
The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8 or Grades 3–8 so that you can use it to plan
for and guide your teaching on an ongoing basis. Specific suggestions for individuals, small

The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide: Grades 3–8 
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groups, and staff developers are identified by these icons throughout the User Guide to help you
customize your learning experience. 

In addition to providing suggestions for viewing the teaching segments on each DVD, this
guide also provides examples of how to use the Continuum to analyze texts, individual reading
records, writing about reading samples, and examples of writing across the grades.

Where to Begin and the Sequence of Study
We recommend beginning your exploration of the Continuum and the Teaching Library with
DVD 1: Introduction and Assessment to gain an overview of the entire Continuum, as well as
a strong foundation in assessment. After working with DVD 1, continue your study by select-
ing an area of interest (e.g., Guided Reading; Writing; Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study; etc.)
and turning to the corresponding section of the User Guide. 

Each section of the User Guide begins with an introduction to the DVD and provides the fol-
lowing suggested sequence of study.

Research w Here you will find a list of suggested background reading in other Fountas and Pin-
nell professional books to either get you started or help you revisit the frameworks and procedures
for the particular instructional context. Though you will gain insight into these instructional frame-
works and procedures by watching the video segments, the Teaching Library and User Guide are
designed for in-depth thinking about the reading and writing behaviors to notice, teach, and sup-
port across the grades. They do not provide explicit information about how to initiate or conduct
these types of lessons in your classroom. Therefore, it is helpful to familiarize yourself with procedures
for the particular instructional context you are viewing by reading and/or by trying out a few lessons
on your own.

Select a Clip and Print Supporting Materials w This section provides a description of each
teaching segment found on the DVD you have selected as well as a list of supporting materials
available in the PDF Resources section. To customize your experience, select teaching segments
that are close to the text levels or grade level(s) for which you are interested and print all neces-
sary supporting materials.

Preview w Before viewing the teaching segment(s) you select, watch the introduction to the
DVD and preview the highlighted continuum. The preview section of the User Guide provides
suggestions and guiding questions to help you think about the challenges for teaching and learn-
ing within the particular instructional context, and familiarizes you with aspects of the Contin-
uum to enhance your viewing experience. 

The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide: Grades 3–8 



©2011 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene Fountas6 •   Introduction

View Without Commentary w After completing the preview, we recommend you choose to
view the selected video clip without commentary. A set of guiding questions is offered in each
section to focus your observations.

Think and/or Discuss w After watching the video, take some time to think about your obser-
vations and discuss them with colleagues if you are working in a group. 

Revisit the Continuum w The next step will be to reopen the Continuum to the section you
viewed earlier and identify some specific bullets that you can connect to the lesson you observed.  

View With Commentary w Following your review of the Continuum, you can play the
video segment with commentary and compare what you have observed and discussed with
the analysis offered on the DVD. Listening to the clips with commentary is particularly helpful
for teachers working through the clips on their own as it provides another perspective in think-
ing about the reading and writing behaviors observed and taught.

Extend w In each section, you will also find suggestions for extending your understanding of how
to use the Continuum in your assessment and planning. You will have the opportunity to strengthen
your ability to analyze what your readers and writers know and what you need to help them learn
what to do next. For more ideas for extending your learning using The Continuum of Literacy Learn-
ing, you can download the Study Guide for The Continuum of Literacy Learning: A Guide to Teach-
ing at http://www.heinemann.com/shared/studyGuides/E01001/studyGuide.pdf.

Give It a Try w This section provides practical, easy-to-implement suggestions for how to get
started using the Continuum to assess and plan for the particular instructional context highlighted
on the DVD.

The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide: Grades 3–8 
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The Continuum of Literacy Learning Teaching Library User Guide: Grades 3–8 

The first DVD in the Teaching Library provides an overview of the organization
and content of The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8/Grades 3–8 as
well as ideas for using the Teaching Library. It also offers an in-depth look at the
value of systematic, standardized assessment of authentic reading, writing, and
talking in the classroom. The Assessment section provides the opportunity to prac-
tice close observation by analyzing the reading behaviors of two individual read-
ers as they process and discuss text. Being able to observe and analyze the reading
and writing behaviors of students is fundamental to the planning of effective
instruction. The work done in this section around assessment will impact the way
you look at students across instructional contexts by sharpening your observational
skills and will help you learn how to use the Continuum as an assessment tool. 

Take a moment now to listen to the introductory material on DVD 1 as well as the
segment on The Values of Assessment.

For the rest of the Assessment section, use the Guided Reading continuum, which
is organized by text level. As with all of the reading continua in The Continuum of
Literacy Learning, the Guided Reading continuum describes important behaviors
for thinking within, beyond, and about text. These terms and the 12 systems of
strategic actions are briefly defined in the segment labeled Analyzing Individual
Reading Behaviors on the DVD and described in more detail in the front matter of
the Continuum. Inside the back cover of your Continuum, you’ll also find a graphic
representation of these systems of strategic actions with brief descriptions of each. 

Now, listen to the segment on Analyzing Individual Reading Behaviors and take a
moment to browse through the sections detailing the systems of strategic actions
in The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK–8 or Grades 3–8.

To maximize your experience observing the two individual readers processing text
in the Assessment section, use the suggested sequence of study that follows.

Introduction and Assessment

DVD 1
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Research  w
It is essential to understand how readers process
written text with comprehension and fluency in
order to support in their growth as readers. To
help deepen your understanding of the systems
of strategic actions, learn how to better observe
your students’ reading behaviors, and integrate
formal and informal assessment into your read-
ing workshop, you may want to read or revisit
the following chapters and texts:

Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency,
Fountas and Pinnell, Heinemann, 2006

■ Chapter 1: “Understanding Readers, Texts, and
Teaching”

■ Chapter 2: “Helping Students Build a System for
Processing a Variety of Texts”

■ Chapter 3: “Reading Is Thinking: Within,
Beyond, and About the Text”

■ Chapter 4: “Helping Students Develop Systems
of Strategic Actions to Sustain Processing”

■ Chapter 5: “Helping Students Develop Systems
of Strategic Actions for Expanding Thinking”

■ Chapter 8: “Assessing Comprehension and Fluency
to Document Progress and Inform Teaching”

■ Chapter 9: “The Role of Talk, Writing, and
Benchmark Books in Assessing Comprehension”

When Readers Struggle: Teaching That Works,
Fountas and Pinnell, Heinemann, 2009

■ Chapter 2: “Effective Readers: What Do They
Do?”

■ Chapter 3: “Going Off Track: Why and How?”

■ Chapter 4: “Reading Behavior: What Does It 
Tell Us?”

■ Chapter 5: “Change Over Time: Processing 
Systems in the Making”

Guiding Readers and Writers, Fountas and
Pinnell, Heinemann, 2001

■ Chapter 18: “Understanding the Reading Process”

■ Chapter 28: “Making Teaching Decisions Using
Continuous Assessment”

Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All
Children, Fountas and Pinnell, Heinemann,
1996

■ Chapter 6: “Using Assessment to Inform 
Teaching”

■ Chapter 7: “Using Running Records”

Select a Clip and Print 
Supporting Materials  w
For this section, we suggest you watch both
video clips and notice the significant reading
behaviors demonstrated by each individual
reader. Supporting materials are available in
the PDF Resources section of your DVD. Print
any forms you plan to use by putting your
DVD into a computer and clicking on the PDF
Resources link. 

Video Segment Descriptions 
and Running Times
Level O—The New Girl: Lizeth reads and dis-
cusses the level O Benchmark Assessment System
text The New Girl. You can create your own read-
ing record of this reading or follow along with a
completed record to analyze this reader’s behav-
iors (See DVD 1’s PDF Resources for these reading
records). (16:51)

Level X—The Internet: Demetrios reads and dis-
cusses the level X Benchmark Assessment System
text The Internet. You can create your own read-
ing record of this reading or follow along with a
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completed record to analyze this reader’s behav-
iors (See DVD 1’s PDF Resources for these reading
records). (13:57)

PDF Resources
MATERIALS FOR VIEWING TEACHING SEGMENTS 

Reading Record Recording Forms: Whether you
are a staff developer, a member of a study group,
or an individual, you may want to use these forms
to view or record the reading behaviors of the
readers in the clips.

■ The New Girl, level O Recording Form without
coding 

■ The New Girl, level O Recording Form with
coding 

■ The Internet, level X Recording Form with 
coding

■ The Internet, level X Recording Form without
coding

■ Coding and Scoring Errors At-A Glance (This
document provides an explanation of the 
coding used in the reading records provided.)

■ Analyzing Reading Behaviors Form 

■ Guide to Observing and Analyzing Reading
Behaviors

Text Analysis Forms: You will find printable copies
of the text analyses included in the User Guide in
this section. These may be useful to print if you are
working with colleagues or a large group since
they will not all have access to the User Guide.

■ Text Analysis of The New Girl, level O

■ Text Analysis of The Internet, level X

■ Text Analysis Form (optional).

MATERIALS FOR EXTENDING UNDERSTANDING 
(See notes under Extend to decide whether you
will need these materials)

■ Kimberly’s Reading Record (level M, City
Hawks)

■ Analysis of Kimberly’s Reading Record

■ Amelia’s Reading Record (level O, Snake Myths)

■ Analysis of Amelia’s Reading Record

■ Cally’s Reading Record (level Q, A Secret Home)

■ Analysis of Cally’s Reading Record

■ Josh’s Reading Record (level U, Earthquakes)

■ Analysis of Josh’s Reading Record

■ Jason’s Reading Record (level X, A Weighty
Decision)

■ Analysis of Jason’s Reading Record

■ Guide for Observing and Noting Reading
Behaviors

■ Analyzing Reading Behaviors Form

Preview  w
To begin your study of assessment, turn to the
level O in the Guided Reading continuum of
The Continuum of Literacy Learning.  You will
notice the first part of the guided reading
continuum begins with a general description
of readers for whom this level will be just
right for instruction. Though not all readers
are the same, readers at this level should be
able to process texts effectively with the char-
acteristics described in this section. Following
the suggestions below, preview the Selecting
Texts and Selecting Goals sections of this con-
tinuum to gain a better understanding of the
characteristics of texts at this level and the
potential supports and challenges for readers
as they process these texts.
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Selecting Texts and Selecting Goals
In the first teaching clip, you will observe Lizeth
reading The New Girl, a level O text. This book is
at her instructional level, which means it is
slightly more challenging than a book she could
read indepen dently. However, she still reads it
with 97% accuracy. As you see from the analysis
of The New Girl in Figure 1.1, not all books will
have all of the features described in the Selecting
Texts sections of the Continuum so you will
always want to read and think about the charac-
teristics of each particular text you choose to use
with your students. It is also important to note
that text characteristics are not inherently sup-
portive or demanding. Depending on your
reader’s background and processing system, cer-
tain characteristics will be more challenging than
others. It is not enough to look at the characteris-
tics in isolation. Consider what behaviors and
understandings your readers have in their control
to think about how they might process a text.

Review the text analysis in Figure 1.1 and think
about the following questions. If you have Foun-
tas & Pinnell’s Benchmark Assessment System 2,
you may want to pull out the two texts featured
in this section: The New Girl (level O) and The
Internet (level X).

Individual Study

1. Think about students in your classroom who
might be reading texts similar to The New
Girl.

■ Which text characteristics described in 
Figure 1.1 will support their processing 
of this text?

■ Which will challenge them as they attempt
to read with comprehension and fluency? 

2. Compare your thinking to Figure 1.2, which
lists what a typical reader at this level might
find supportive or challenging when reading
this text. 

■ How will understanding the supports and
challenges of a text inform your observa-
tion of students’ reading behaviors as they
process the text?

3. Now turn to the Selecting Goals: Behaviors
and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and
Support section for level O of the Guided
Reading continuum. Scan the list of behaviors
organized into the larger categories of think-
ing within, beyond, and about the text.
Within those categories, the behaviors and
understandings are organized using the
twelve systems of strategic actions. 

■ Think again about a student you know
reading at this level. What types of think-
ing would you expect to see as you
observe this student reading? Which
behaviors would you likely need to 
support or teach?

4. Repeat this process using the Level X Contin-
uum and Figures 1.3 and 1.4 before viewing
the reading of The Internet.

Small Group Study & Staff Developers

1. In a small group(s), have each person think
about a reader they know who can read
books similar to The New Girl. Looking over
the text characteristics in Figure 1.1, have
them share with one another what character-
istics they think would be supportive or chal-
lenging for their particular reader. 

■ Observe and discuss how these supports
and challenges are the same or different
for each of the readers discussed. Compare
your thinking to Figure 1.2

■ How will understanding the supports and
challenges of a text inform your observa-
tion of students’ reading behaviors as they
process the text?
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2. Now turn to the Selecting Goals: Behaviors
and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and
Support section for level O of the Guided
Reading continuum. Scan the list of behaviors
organized into the larger categories of think-
ing within, beyond, and about the text.
Within those categories, the behaviors and
understandings are organized using the sys-
tems of strategic actions. 

■ Ask your colleagues to think again about
students they know reading at this level
and discuss: 

■ What types of thinking would they
expect to see as they observe this
student reading? 

■ Which behaviors would they likely need
to support or teach?

■ Repeat this process using the level X
continuum and Figures 1.3 and 1.4 before
viewing the video segments.

Text Factor Analysis

Genre and Form

Text Structure

Content

Themes and Ideas

Language and Literary 
Features

Text Analysis: The New Girl (Level O)

Using Guided Reading Continuum, Selecting Texts

Figure 1.1 Text Analysis: The New Girl continues

■ Realistic Fiction
■ Form: Short Story 

■ Moral lesson close to the end of a story (to have a friend, you have to
be a friend)

■ Content carried by the print rather than pictures 
■ Content requiring the reader to take on perspectives from diverse cul-

ture (e.g. Army life) and bring cultural knowledge to understanding

■ Text with deeper meaning – still familiar to most readers
■ Some abstract themes requiring inferential thinking to derive meaning
■ Text with deeper meaning applicable to important human problems

and social issues (e.g. moving frequently, being new in a school) 

■ Multiple characters to understand
■ Characters revealed by what they say, think, and do and what others

say or think about them
■ Factors related to character change explicit and obvious
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Text Factor Analysis

Text Analysis: The New Girl (Level O)

Using Guided Reading Continuum, Selecting Texts

■ Descriptive and figurative language that is important to understanding
the plot

■ Plots with numerous episodes, building toward problem resolution

■ Some longer (more than fifteen words), more complex sentences (e.g.
prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

■ Variety in sentence length, with some long and complex sentences
■ Questions in dialogue
■ Sentence with nouns, verbs, and adjectives in series, divided by commas

(e.g. “The other kids turned, stared, and whispered . . .”)

■ Some words with connotative meanings that are essential to under-
standing the text (e.g. complainer, grumbled, lonely)

■ Many words with three or more syllables
■ Words with suffixes and prefixes
■ Words with a wide variety of very complex spelling patterns
■ Many plurals, contractions, and compound words

■ Text with no illustrations

Print and Layout:
■ Ample space between lines
■ Sentences continuing over several lines 

Punctuation:
■ Quotation marks, apostrophes, commas, exclamation marks, question

marks, and periods

Figure 1.1 Text Analysis: The New Girl, cont.

Language and Literary 
Features, cont.

Sentence Complexity

Vocabulary

Words

Illustrations 

Book and Print Features
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Figure 1.2 Potential Supports and Challenges: The New Girl

Text Analysis: The New Girl (Level O)

Potential Supports and Challenges

Supports ■ Moral lesson at the end is a common text structure; the moral about friendship
would be familiar to most readers at this level

■ Though some of the themes are abstract, most would be familiar to most readers

Challenges ■ Content carried by the print rather than pictures 
■ Content requiring the reader to take on perspectives from diverse culture 

(e.g. Army life) and bring cultural knowledge to understanding
■ Multiple characters to understand
■ Characters revealed by what they say, think, and do and what others say or think

about them—requires students to infer which may be a challenge depending on
the reader

■ Descriptive and figurative language that is important to understanding the plot
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Text Analysis: The Internet (Level X)

Using Guided Reading Continuum, Selecting Texts

Genre ■ Informational text 

Text Structure ■ Multiple topics that represent subtopic of a larger topic or theme 

Content ■ Content particularly appealing to adolescents
■ Critical thinking required to judge authenticity of informational

text
■ Heavy content load requiring study

Themes and Ideas ■ Text presents important societal issues, especially those important
to adolescents

Language and Literary ■ Long stretches of descriptive language that are important to 
Features understanding text

Sentence Complexity ■ Some very long sentences (some with more than thirty words)
■ Sentences with parenthetical material
■ Many complex sentences (embedded phrases and clauses,

parenthetical material)
■ Sentences with nouns, verbs, or adjectives in series, divided by

commas

Vocabulary ■ Many new vocabulary words that readers must derive meaning
from context or use glossaries or dictionaries (e.g. integral,
protocol, hypertext)

■ Many technical words requiring background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

■ A variety of words that stand for big ideas and abstract concepts
(e.g. phenomenon, integrating, virtually, interconnected, dynamic)

Words ■ Many words with affixes (e.g. uninspiring, impractical,
reassembles)

■ Some multisyllable proper nouns that are difficult to decode (e.g.
National Aeronautics, Transmission Control Protocol)

Figure 1.3 Text Analysis: The Internet continues

Text Factor Analysis
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Text Analysis: The Internet (Level X)

Using Guided Reading Continuum, Selecting Texts

Words, cont. ■ Many technical words (e.g. uniform resource locators, hypertext,
virtual, technologies…)

■ Words that are seldom used in oral language and are difficult to
decode

■ Long, multisyllable words requiring attention to word parts

Illustrations ■ A variety of complex graphics that require interpretation (e.g.
graphs, diagrams, labels)

■ Graphics that are dense and challenging

Book and Print Features Print and Layout:
■ Varied space between lines with dense print
■ Use of words in italics, bold, or all capitals to indicate emphasis,

level of importance, or signal other meaning
■ Variety in print and background color
■ Variation among print styles and font size (related to

informational text)
■ Very small font in diagrams

Punctuation:
■ Full range of punctuation as needed for complex sentences

Tools:
■ Range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings and subheadings)

Figure 1.3 Text Analysis: The Internet, cont.

Text Factor Analysis
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View Without Commentary   w
After completing the preview of the Contin-
uum, press play and view the clip of the 
students reading without commentary. To
facilitate your viewing, you will want to
make sure you have the following resources
handy from the PDF Resources you printed:
■ Reading Records  for The New Girl and The

Internet (Remember, you can decide whether
you want to practice coding by using the blank
recording forms or if you want to simply fol-
low along with the completed forms.)

■ Coding and Scoring Errors at-a-Glance  (This
optional document is particularly helpful if you
are not familiar with Benchmark Assessment
coding procedures)

Note: Although this section of the DVD
utilizes Fountas and Pinnell’s Benchmark
Assessment System 2 as a tool for the close
observation of readers, you do not have
to be using Benchmark Assessment with
your students to use this portion of the
DVD. The focus of this section of the DVD
and User Guide is not to familiarize you
with Benchmark Assessment but to give
you an opportunity to observe the read-
ing behaviors of students using The Con-
tinuum of Literacy Learning. The process
of analyzing reading behaviors using the
Continuum can translate to other formal
and informal assessment systems. 

Text Analysis: The Internet (Level X)

Potential Supports and Challenges

Supports ■ Content particularly appealing to adolescents
■ Range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings and subheadings)—Most readers at

a level X will be familiar with how to use these tools to support their reading;
though they could be considered challenging if they are not familiar

Challenges ■ Heavy content load requiring study
■ Long stretches of descriptive language that are important to understanding text
■ Many complex sentences (embedded phrases and clauses, parenthetical material)
■ Many technical words requiring background knowledge or use of glossary or

dictionary
■ A variety of complex graphics that require interpretation (e.g. graphs, dia-

grams, labels)

Figure 1.4 Potential Supports and Challenges: The Internet
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While watching the video clip, make note of
any reading behaviors you notice as evidence
of the student’s processing. Knowing that read-
ers engage all of the strategic actions simulta-
neously and flexibly in their head as they
construct the meaning of the text, you will
want to look for evidence of these strategic
actions as they read and talk about the text. As
you watch, also pay attention to the way the
reader negotiates the characteristics of the text
you observed in the preview section.

Think and/or Discuss   w

Individual Study

Pause the video segment before watching it
with commentary. Review your notes and think
about the evidence of specific behaviors and
understandings you saw as the student read and
discussed the text. You may want to use the
Guide for Observing and Noting Reading 
Behaviors found in PDF Resources to focus 
your thinking.

Small Group Study & Staff Developers

Have partners work together to think about and
discuss the evidence of specific behaviors and
understandings by the reader in the clip. You may
want them to use the Guide for Observing and
Noting Reading Behaviors to facilitate their
discussion. Discuss the following questions:

■ What strategic actions were being used by the
reader as the reader processed the text?

■ What strategic actions will the teacher need to
support or teach for? 

Revisit the Continuum  w

Individual, Small Group & Staff Developers

After you have done some thinking on your own,
reopen the Continuum to the section you viewed
earlier. You may want to use the form Analyzing
Reading Behaviors found in PDF Resources on the
DVD to help guide and record your thinking. 

■ Identify the specific behaviors and understand-
ings you saw demonstrated by the reader.

■ Think about two or three bulleted behaviors
you would want to teach for or support. 

View With Commentary  w
Now, play the video segment with commentary
and compare what you have observed and dis-
cussed with the analysis on the DVD. 

Individual Study

Think about beginning a reflection journal in
which you can record what you have learned
from each section of the DVD. 

■ How will what you learned in this section
impact your teaching? What do you want to
work on in your teaching?

Small Group Study & Staff Developers

After viewing the clip with commentary, have
colleagues discuss the following:

■ What have you learned from your observations
and discussion that will help you in your 
teaching?



Extend  w

Selecting Texts: Analyzing Text 
Characteristics

Individual, Small Group & Staff Developers

If you have Benchmark Assessment System 2, you
may want to deepen your understanding of text
analysis by completing one of these text analyses
on your own using the books The New Girl (level
O) and The Internet (level X) from the Benchmark
System. You will find a blank Text Analysis form
available on the DVD. Use the Selecting Texts sec-
tion of the Guided Reading Continuum for the
corresponding level of the book you choose to
analyze. After you complete the text analysis
either on your own or with a colleague, compare
it to the analyses in Figures 1.1 and 1.3. 

Note: It is not realistic to think you can complete an
in-depth text analysis for every text you use with
your students; however, taking the time to explore
the characteristics of texts using The Continuum of
Literacy Learning helps you hone your ability to
look at texts for their potential supports and chal-
lenges. Understanding the supports and demands
of a text not only facilitates your observation of
readers but also greatly impacts your planning and
instruction. We discuss the instructional implica-
tions of this work in more depth in the Interactive
Read-Aloud and Literature Discussion and Guided
Reading sections of the User Guide.

Selecting Goals: Analyzing Behaviors
and Understandings Evidenced in
Reading Records
Analyzing reading behaviors to identify what
your readers are able to do, what they need to
learn how to do, or what they need to learn to
do more consistently allows you to be specific

with your instruction. As you may have noticed
from your work with the DVD so far, the Guided
Reading continuum can be used as a tool for both
assessment and instruction. To further hone your
ability to use the Continuum in this way, you may
want to print out the additional reading records
available on the DVD under PDF Resources:
Materials for Extending Understanding. Use the
Analyzing Reading Behaviors Form also available
in this section to facilitate your thinking.

Individual, Small Group & Staff Developers

After printing these records, turn to the appropri-
ate text level in the Guided Reading continuum
and complete an analysis of the reading behav-
iors in the reading record. If you are working in a
group, work in pairs and share your findings with
the group. Think about the following questions:

■ What behaviors and understandings does this
reader control? What is your evidence?

■ What are some behaviors and understandings
that you might focus on next in your 
instruction? 

■ If you have Fountas and Pinnell’s Prompting
Guide, Part 1 and Part 2, find the sections that
apply to the behaviors and understandings you
would want to teach and support with these
students.  Identify the level of support you
might provide and the language you might use
to teach, prompt or reinforce these behaviors
and understandings.  

Compare your findings with the analyses below.
These analyses are also printable from your DVD
under PDF Resources for Extending Understanding.

■ How did the Guided Reading continuum help
you notice the behaviors and understandings
evidenced by this reader?

■ How will the Continuum help you connect
assessment with specific instruction?
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Analyses of Reading Records
Let’s first look at Kimberly’s reading of the nonfic-
tion text, City Hawks, level M (Figure 1.5a–1.5f). It
is important to note that this record provides just
one glimpse of this reader and is in no way com-
prehensive. Kimberly’s teacher would want to

take more than one assessment into account
when thinking about what she is able to do as a
reader and future directions for her learning. The
reading records analyses below are also printable
from DVD 1: Introduction and Assessment under
PDF Resources for use with a small or large group. 

Figure 1.5a Kimberly’s Reading Record Figure 1.5b
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Figure 1.5e Figure 1.5f
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continuesFigure 1.6 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Kimberly

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level M Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Solve words of two to three sylla-

bles, many words with inflectional
endings and complex letter-sound
relationships

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Use multiple sources of information

to monitor and self-correct

Searching for and Using Information
■ Process long sentences with

embedded clauses

Summarizing
■ Identify important ideas in a text

and report them in an organized
way, either orally or in writing

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate phrased and fluent

reading

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Demonstrate knowledge of flexible

ways to solve words

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Self-correct when errors detract

from the meaning of the text
■ Consistently check on understand-

ing and search for information
when meaning breaks down

Searching for and Using Information
■ Use readers’ tools (headings) to

gather information

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate appropriate stress on

words, pausing and phrasing, into-
nation and use of punctuation.

Adjusting
■ Reread to solve words or think

about ideas and resume good rate
of reading

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Kimberly,
City Hawks
(Level M)
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Figure 1.6 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Kimberly, cont.

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level M Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking beyond the Text

Synthesizing
■ Demonstrate learning new content

from reading

Inferring
■ Infer the big ideas or message of a

text
■ Infer cause of problems or outcomes

in nonfiction texts

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Identify author’s purpose

Thinking beyond the Text

Synthesizing
■ Express changes in ideas after 

reading a text

Inferring
■ Support all thinking with evidence

from the text.

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Understand when a writer has used

underlying organizational structures
(description, compare/contract, tem-
poral sequence, problem/solution,
cause/effect).

■ Demonstrate the ability to identify
how a text is organized (diagram or
talk)

■ Notice variety in layout (words in
bold, or larger font, or italic)

Critiquing

• Judge the text as to whether it is
interesting, humorous, or exciting
and specify why

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Kimberly,
City Hawks
(Level M)
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Evidence of Understandings and
Instructional Implications
Kimberly read City Hawks, Level M, with 95%
accuracy and satisfactory comprehension, making
it an instructional level text for her. She demon-
strated the ability to think within and beyond the
text, but struggled with thinking about the text,
particularly in analyzing the underlying text struc-
ture and the way the author presented and
organized information. 

THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT

Kimberly demonstrated the ability to summarize
the main points of the story, process longer sen-
tences with embedded clauses, and read with
some phrasing. Though she demonstrated some
behaviors that support problem solving words,
she needs to learn more flexible ways to solve
longer and content-specific words especially as she
encounters more complex texts. She would bene-
fit from lessons in noticing parts of words, break-
ing apart words into syllables, rereading and
“reading on” for the context of the sentence, and
learning how to use graphics to support word-
solving. For example, she makes an attempt at the
word watchers on page 2 but then appeals to the
teacher. She doesn’t try reading on to see if she
can figure it out from the context and doesn’t
break apart the word effectively. We also see this
difficulty with breaking apart words in her first
attempt at the word famous. She says, “fame-er-
ous,” adding an extra syllable. Kimberly also
needs to learn how to monitor her understanding
and search for information when meaning breaks
down. For example, she doesn’t stop when she
substitutes the word hurt for hunt or jaws for jays,

and only self-corrects twice during her oral 
reading. She would benefit from a minilesson or
conference about adjusting her reading when it
doesn’t make sense—stopping, thinking about the
ideas, searching for more visual information, and
then, resuming reading at a good rate. 

THINKING BEYOND THE TEXT

Kimberly is able to infer the big ideas from the
text but needs to learn to support her ideas with
evidence from the text. Interactive read-aloud as
well as literature discussion would provide a per-
fect opportunity for Kimberly’s teacher to model
how to support ideas with evidence from the text
as well as prompt her for this evidence. The discus-
sion part of a guided reading lesson also provides
opportunities for this type of scaffolding. Lastly,
Kimberly would benefit from opportunities to
write about her reading. For example, through an
exchange of reading letters in a reader response
journal, Kimberly’s teacher would have opportuni-
ties to prompt her for evidence for her thinking. 

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

Kimberly would also benefit from learning how
different authors choose to organize informational
texts and use tools to support understanding of the
topic (e.g. headings). Through interactive read-
aloud, her teacher can share a variety of informa-
tional texts to demonstrate the different ways
authors choose to organize informational texts.
This understanding could be further explored
through a series of reading minilessons about text
structure and how authors create texts that are
both engaging and informative. 

Let’s now take a look at a student reading a level
O nonfiction text (Figures 1.7a–1.7f). 
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Figure 1.7a Amelia’s Reading Record Figure 1.7b

Figure 1.7c Figure 1.7d
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Figure 1.7e Figure 1.7f
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continuesFigure 1.8g Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Amelia

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level O Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Demonstrate knowledge of flexible

ways to solve words 

Searching for and Using Information
■ Search for information in graphics

(simple diagrams, illustrations with
labels, maps, charts, captions under
pictures)

■ Process many long sentences with
embedded phrases

■ Process texts that have many lines
of print on a page

Summarizing
■ Identify important ideas in a text

and report them in an organized
way, either orally or in writing

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Demonstrate knowledge of flexible

ways to solve words (though she
already demonstrates the ability to
solve words, she would benefit from
continued support in this area) 

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Continue to monitor accuracy and

understanding, self-correcting when
errors detract from meaning

Searching for and Using Information
■ Use a full range of readers’ tools to

search for information and con-
struct meaning (e.g. headings)

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate phrased and fluent

reading
■ Demonstrate appropriate stress on

words, pausing, phrasing and into-
nation, using size of font, bold, and
italics as appropriate

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Amelia
Snake
Myths
(Level O)
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Figure 1.8g Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Amelia, cont.

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level O Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking beyond the Text

Synthesizing
■ Demonstrate learning new content

from reading

Inferring
■ Infer the big ideas or themes of a

text and discuss how they are appli-
cable to people’s lives today

■ Infer causes of problems or of out-
comes in nonfiction texts

Thinking about the Text

Critiquing
■ State opinions about a text and

show evidence to support them

Thinking beyond the Text

Synthesizing
■ Differentiate between what is

known and new information 
■ Express changes in ideas or knowl-

edge after reading a text

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Notice aspects of genres Demon-

strate the ability to identify how a
text is organized (diagram or talk)

■ Notice how the author or illustrator
had used illustrations and other
graphics to convey meaning

■ Notice descriptive language and dis-
cuss how it adds to enjoyment or
understanding

Critiquing
■ Evaluate the quality of illustrations

or graphics
■ Assess whether a text is authentic

and consistent with life experience
or prior knowledge

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Amelia
Snake
Myths
(Level O)
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Evidence of Understandings and
Instructional Implications
THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT

Amelia uses a variety of problem solving strate-
gies when reading and there is some evidence
that she monitors her reading. Amelia self-cor-
rects twice and rereads occasionally to confirm
her understanding. She stops at the word fascina-
tion and attempts the word rarely several differ-
ent ways before the teacher tells her what the
word is. These attempts demonstrate that she
knows when meaning breaks down and tries to
do something about it; however, she would bene-
fit from learning more flexible ways to solve
words. Though it is not clear from the reading
record whether Amelia processed the text’s head-
ings as she read, she did not read them aloud
throughout the text. Her teacher would want to
clarify for her that it is important to use all of the
tools available to her as a reader to fully under-
stand a text. This could be taught during a
guided reading introduction to another informa-
tional text, during a reading conference, or a
reading minilesson if the whole class would bene-
fit from the instruction. 

THINKING BEYOND THE TEXT

Amelia can talk about information learned from
text and offer evidence. For example, she explains
that she learned that snakes have three hundred
ribs, and that they use their tongue to smell. To
extend Amelia’s reading progress at this level, she
should have opportunities through discussion and
in writing to share prior knowledge and how the
information in the nonfiction text extended that
knowledge. 

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

Exploring the genre of informational texts will
help Amelia increase her ability to process these
texts by helping her form expectations for her
reading and become more aware of reader’s tools
common to informational texts. Amelia would
also benefit from studying aspects of writer’s
craft: How does the author convey meaning?
What language and graphics are effective? Why
might an author make certain decisions about the
topic/text? This kind of thinking will help her
become more thoughtful in her reading and writ-
ing about reading.

Let’s now look at Cally’s reading of the level Q
text, A Secret Home. (Figures 1.9a–1.9f) 
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Figure 1.9a Cally’s Reading Record

Figure 1.9c Figure 1.9d

Figure 1.9b
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continuesFigure 1.10 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Cally

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level Q Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Demonstrate knowledge of flexible

ways to solve words (noticing word
parts, endings, and prefixes)

■ Solve words of three or more sylla-
bles, many words with inflectional
endings and complex letter-sound
relationships

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Continue to monitor accuracy and

understanding, self-correcting using
visual information

Searching for and Using Information
■ Process many long sentences with

embedded phrases
■ Process a wide range of complex

dialogue, some unassigned

Summarizing

• Identify important ideas in a text
and report them in an organized
way, either orally or in writing

Thinking within the Text

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate appropriate stress on

words, pausing, phrasing and 
intonation

Adjusting
■ Slow down or reread to search 

for information or think about
meaning

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Cally 
A Secret
Home
(Level Q)
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Figure 1.10 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Cally, cont.

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level Q Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking beyond the Text

Inferring
■ Infer cause and effect in influencing

characters’ feelings or underlying
motives

■ Identify significant events and tell
how they are related to the prob-
lem of the story

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Demonstrate the ability to identify

how a text is organized
■ Identify author’s implicitly stated

purpose

Thinking beyond the Text

Making Connections
■ Bring background (content) knowl-

edge to understanding a wide vari-
ety of fiction and nonfiction 

Synthesizing
■ Through reading both fiction and

nonfiction texts about diverse cul-
tures, times and places, acquire new
content and perspectives

■ Draw conclusions from information

Inferring
■ Identify significant events and tell

how they are related to the solution
of a story

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Notice descriptive language and dis-

cuss how it adds to enjoyment or
understanding

■ Notice elements such as setting,
plot, resolution and conflict

Critiquing
■ Evaluate aspects of a text that add

to enjoyment or interest

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Cally 
A Secret
Home
(Level Q)
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Evidence of Understandings and
Instructional Implications
THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT

Cally read this level Q text with 98% accuracy and
used a balance of sources of information (mean-
ing, syntax and visual) when monitoring her read-
ing. She reads longer texts well and identifies
important literal information as we can see from
the first part of her comprehension conversation.
Cally reads with a considerable amount of fluency
but would benefit from some work in this area.
She would benefit from learning how to read in
larger, meaningful phrases versus the three-or
four-word phrases she tends to use. Learning
when to pause or stress certain words according
to the author’s meaning and punctuation would
help her comprehend some of the more nuanced
meanings in texts. In addition to explicit instruc-
tion around fluency through reading minilessons
or conferences, Cally’s fluency would improve
from more authentic opportunities to participate
in oral reading, particularly Reader’s Theater (See
the Shared and Performance Reading continuum
for more details about how to improve your stu-
dents’ fluency.)

THINKING BEYOND THE TEXT

Although Cally problem solves words effectively,
her ability to fully comprehend texts at this level
needs support. Cally is somewhat able to infer
characters’ feelings and motivations from the text;
however, doesn’t seem able to back up her infer-
ences with evidence from the texts. She seems to
have a difficult time connecting the characters’
feelings to a cause. For example, she understands
that the characters change their mind at the end
of the story but is not able to express the cause
for this change. To support Cally’s reading
progress, she would benefit from learning about
the variety of ways readers think before, during
and after reading through guided reading lessons
that offer a fairly high level of support. Guided

reading introductions could be used to elicit con-
nections to the story problems and characters’
feeling to scaffold her comprehension throughout
the story. During reading, Cally’s teacher would
want to ask her to reflect on characters’ feelings
and actions. As her group discusses the text at the
end of the lesson, her teacher would want to
model or prompt her to provide specific evidence
from the story to support her comments. Cally also
would benefit from reading minilessons that
explicitly demonstrate how setting can impact a
story or how subtle interactions between charac-
ters influence the solution. 

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

Helping Cally to analyze writers’ decisions in
crafting texts will also improve her ability to com-
prehend these more complex texts. Interactive
read aloud provides a perfect opportunity to sup-
port her thinking about the text. Through a
shared text, the class has the opportunity to dis-
cuss how setting might impact a story, how an
author creates the problem in a story, builds ten-
sion and works towards a solution, etc. The more
opportunities Cally has to discuss text in a sup-
portive environment (e.g. through guided read-
ing and interactive read-aloud), the deeper her
thinking and understanding will become. 

As it states in the introductory materials of the
Guided Reading continuum, “For higher level
readers, much of the processing is unconscious.
These readers automatically and effortlessly solve
large numbers of words, tracking print across
complex sentences that they process without
explicit attention to the in-the-head actions that
are happening. While reading, they focus on the
meaning of the text and engage in more complex
thinking processes. Yet at times, higher level
readers will need to closely examine a word or
solve it or reread it to tease out the meaning of
especially complex sentences.” (Fountas and Pin-
nell 2011). Josh’s reading record is good example
of this type of reader. (Figures 1.11a–1.11f)
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Figure 1.11a Josh’s Reading Record

Figure 1.11c Figure 1.11d

Figure 1.11b



©2011 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene Fountas DVD 1: Introduction and Assessment   •   35

Figure 1.11e Figure 1.11f
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continuesFigure 1.12 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Josh

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level U Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Use reader’s tools (pronunciation

guide) to solve words, including
content-specific and technical words 

Searching for and Using Information
■ Use a full range of reader’s tools to

search for information (pronuncia-
tion guide, headings)

■ Process long sentences with embed-
ded clauses

■ Search for and use information
from texts that have many new and
unfamiliar concepts and ideas
within a single chapter or section

Summarizing
■ Construct summaries that are con-

cise and reflect the important and
overarching ideas and information
in texts 

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Demonstrate ability to use automat-

ically and flexibly a wide range of
word-solving strategies

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Continue to monitor accuracy and

understanding, self-correcting when
errors detract from meaning

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate appropriate stress on

words, pausing and phrasing, into-
nation, and use of punctuation
while reading in a way that reflects
understanding 

Adjusting
■ Slow down and reread to solve

words or think about ideas and
resume good rate of reading

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Josh 
Earthquakes
(Level U)
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Figure 1.12 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Josh, cont.

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level U Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking beyond the Text

Inferring
■ Infer causes of problems or of out-

comes in nonfiction texts

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Notice descriptive language and dis-

cuss how it adds to enjoyment or
understanding

Critiquing
■ Evaluate aspects of a text that add

to the enjoyment or interest 
(heading)

Thinking beyond the Text

Making Connections
■ Bring background knowledge to the

understanding of a text

Synthesizing
■ Integrate existing content knowl-

edge with new information from a
text to consciously create new
understanding 

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Understand when a writer has com-

bined underlying organizational
structures

■ Notice descriptive language and dis-
cuss how it adds to the meaning or
enjoyment or understanding

Critiquing
■ Critique a text as an example of a

genre

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Josh 
Earthquakes
(Level U)
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Evidence of Understandings and
Instructional Implications
THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT

Josh comprehends nonfiction text at this level
well. He uses a variety of reading tools to gain
meaning, and his summary of the text included
important information. Although Josh compre-
hends, his word-solving strategies during oral
reading were limited. He mainly used visual
sources of information, neglecting meaning and
not self-correcting (e.g. he substitutes coll-cling
for collapsing; destract for destructive). He needs
to learn to stop when his reading does not make
sense and try to problem solve by checking differ-
ent sources of information. He would benefit
from learning to reread to gather meaning and
to think about what would make sense in addi-
tion to looking at the visual print. Josh could also
use support in fluency. His teacher will want to
draw Josh’s attention to punctuation when read-
ing orally to support reading for meaning. He
needs to learn to pause appropriately while read-
ing orally. 

THINKING WITHIN THE TEXT

Josh demonstrated the ability to infer the main
ideas of the text through his comprehension con-
versation. Building on this ability, his teacher
might want to teach him how to integrate the
new information he gets from texts with what he
currently knows about a topic.

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

Josh has some understanding of how informa-
tional texts work. He uses a variety of reading
tools throughout the text and seems to have an
understanding of the underlying structure of this
particular text. His teacher could build upon this
understanding by exploring a variety of nonfic-
tion texts (perhaps through graphics, diagrams,
charts) to broaden his knowledge of how the
genre provides information. His teacher might
also want to consider exposing him to more liter-
ary nonfiction, helping him analyze descriptive
language. He has a difficult time identifying some
of the descriptive language in Earthquakes. More
discussion around the language authors choose
to use in their writing will not only help him
notice this language in his reading but will trans-
late to his writing as well. His teacher will want to
highlight this language during interactive read-
aloud and in her reading conferences with him.

Even our most proficient readers will need sup-
port as they encounter more challenging texts.
Let’s look at Jason’s reading record of a level X
text (Figures 1.13a–1.13f). Notice that the reader
will need most support in thinking beyond and
about the text as his processing system for think-
ing within the text is well-developed.
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Figure 1.13a Jason’s Reading Record

Figure 1.13c Figure 1.13d

Figure 1.13b
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Figure 1.13e Figure 1.13f
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continuesFigure 1.14 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Jason

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level X Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Ability to use automatically and

flexibly a wide range of word-solv-
ing strategies.

Searching for and Using Information
■ Process long sentences with embed-

ded clauses
■ Search for and use information

from texts that have many new and
unfamiliar concepts and ideas
within a single chapter or section

■ Gain important information from
texts with complex plots, multiple
characters and episodes, and long
sections of descriptive language and
dialogue

Summarizing
■ Construct summaries that are con-

cise and reflect the important and
overarching ideas and information
in texts 

Maintaining Fluency
■ Demonstrate appropriate stress on

words, pausing and phrasing, into-
nation, and use of punctuation
while reading in a way that reflects
understanding

Thinking within the Text

Solving Words
■ Notice new and useful words and

intentionally record and remember
them to expand oral and written
vocabulary 

Monitoring and Correcting
■ Continue to monitor accuracy and

understanding, self-correcting when
errors detract from meaning

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Jason
A Weighty
Decision
(Level X)
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Figure 1.14 Analyzing Reading Behaviors: Jason, cont.

Analyzing Reading Behaviors

Using the Level X Guided Reading Continuum

Thinking beyond the Text

Making Connections
■ Make connections between social

and moral issues of today and those
presented in realistic fiction

Inferring
■ Infer characters’ thinking processes

and struggles at key decision points
in their lives

■ Infer causes of problems or of 
outcomes in nonfiction texts

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Recognize the use of figurative or

descriptive language and talking
about how it adds to the quality of
the text 

Critiquing
■ Evaluate the text in terms of own

experience as an adolescent 

Thinking beyond the Text

Synthesizing
■ Integrate existing content knowl-

edge with new information from a
text to consciously create new
understanding 

Inferring
■ Identify significant events and tell

how they are related to the prob-
lem or the solution 

Thinking about the Text

Analyzing
■ Notice how an author uses words in

a connotative way (to imply some-
thing beyond the literal meaning)

Critiquing
■ Evaluate the author’s use of charac-

terization and plot
■ Assess whether a text is authentic

and consistent with life experience
or prior knowledge, including how
the text reflects the lives of adoles-
cents

Behaviors and Understandings 
the Student Demonstrates

Student
Name

Behaviors and Understandings 
to Teach and Support

Jason
A Weighty
Decision
(Level X)
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Evidence of Understandings and
Instructional Implications
THINKING WITHIN AND BEYOND THE TEXT

Jason is a proficient reader. During oral reading,
he problem solves words effectively, maintaining
meaning. He summarizes well and infers charac-
ter’s decision-making and feelings using evi-
dence from the text. Next steps for Jason might
include helping him expand his vocabulary by
highlighting unknown words from the text and
having him record them. At this level of reading,
texts encompass a rich variety of genres and
writing styles. Jason can expand his reading by
engaging in thoughtful reflection, either orally
or in writing. 

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXT

Jason would benefit from being shown different
ways to think about text. He could be prompted
to discuss how he sees specific characters or
events contributing to the story’s meaning. In
addition, author’s craft can be analyzed for
impact on the reader. For example, his teacher
might want to talk to him about why the author
included a particular event or why she formatted
the text in a particular manner. Jason could also
engage in sophisticated critiquing of text, evalu-
ating the authenticity of a text or whether it is

consistent with his own life experience. His
teacher might support this type of thinking
through a guided reading lesson, during litera-
ture discussion or through interactive read-aloud. 

Give It a Try w

Individual Study

Plan time to listen to your own students read and
discuss texts individually. Whether you are using
Benchmark Assessment, or another assessment
tool, use the Guided Reading continuum to help
you think about what behaviors and understand-
ings they demonstrate and how they need to
grow as readers. 

Small Group Study & Staff Developers

If you are meeting with colleagues over time,
have everyone focus on one student in each of
their classes as a case study. Ask them to bring
the reading assessments for that particular stu-
dent, analyze them using the Guided Reading
continuum, and share next steps with the group.
Set up sessions where you focus as a group on
these case studies and watch each readers’
progress over time.
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